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PREFACE. 


This  Report,  much  delayed  in  publication  through  unavoid¬ 
able  circumstances,  is  intended,  in  accordance  with  instructions 
issued  bv  the  Ministry  of  Health,  to  be  a  Survey  Report.  In 
these  Survey  Reports,  which  are  now  issued  quinquennially,  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is,  among  other  things,  requested  to 
deal  comprehensively  with  the  measure  of  progress  made  in  the 
area  during  the  preceding  five  years  in  the  improvement  of  the 
public  health.  Improvement  in  public  health  is  initiated  by  legis¬ 
lation,  and  its  progress  varies  proportionately  with  the  efficiency 
of  administration  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority  of  the  Acts  of 
Parliament  and  Regulations  which  are  from  time  to  time  enacted. 

The  past  five  years  have  produced  a  considerable  crop  of 
Statutes  and  Regulations.  Among  these,  the  Public  Health  Act  of 
•  1925  is  a  voluminous  Act,  partly  adoptive,  some  of  the  measures 

i  contained  therein  appearing  somewhat  remotely  connected  with 
j  the  Public  Health.  Two  Acts  dealing  with  the  production  and  sale 

I  of  milk  have  been  put  on  the  Statute  Book.  The  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Consolidation)  Act,  1915,  came  into  force  on  the  1st  September, 
1925.  Its  provisions  are  partly  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  and  partly  by  the  Local  Sanitary  Authorities.  The  part 
of  the  Act  administered  by  the  latter  is  not  likely  to  prove  very 
effective  until  the  issue  of  a  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Order  is  made  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  When  this  promised  Order  is  received, 
the  carrying  out  of  its  provisions  will  need  very  serious  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Authorities  concerned,  since  the  milk  industry  has 
enormously  increased  of  late  in  the  area. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  Act  of  1922,  which  provides  for  the 
licensing  for  the  sale  of  graded  milk  has  proved  somewhat  sterile 
in  application,  very  few  licenses  having  been  issued.  The  public 
evince  little  desire  to  pay  the  enhanced  price,  since  they  consider, 
rightly  perhaps,  that  all  milk  sold  should  reach  the  same  high 
standard  of  purity. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  came  into  force 
April  1  st,  1925,  and  have  secured  a  more  effective  inspection  of 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption. 
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The  Housing  Act  of  1925  was  enacted  to  consolidate  the 
preceding  Acts  relating  to  the  housing  of  the  working  classes. 
Housing  still  remains  an  outstanding  problem  of  the  district. 
Good  housing  is  the  foundation  of  all  improvement  in  public  health. 
Some  progress  has  been  made  in  the  past  live  years  to  relieve  the 
shortage  caused  by  the  stoppage  of  building  during  the  War,  but 
there  still  remains  an  urgent  demand  for  more  houses.  In  addition 
to  the  demand  created  by  the  formation  of  new  families,  many  new 
cottages  are  required  to  replace  the  numerous  dwellings  which  are 
too  old  and  dilapidated  to  be  effectively  repaired. 

Progress  in  public  health  can  only  be  represented  by  the 
presentation  of  comparative  statistics.  Unfortunately,  few  people 
can  be  induced  to  read  them,  and  the  public  remain  unaware  of 
the  successful  efforts  which  are  being  made  for  their  well  being. 
Perhaps  the  most  striking  figures  which  record  the  progress  made 
in  recent  years  are  those  relating  to  infantile  mortality.  There  has 
been  a  great  reduction  in  the  rate  throughout  England  and  Wales, 
but  it  is  still  more  remarkable  in  the  County  of  West  Sussex,  which 
has  the  proud  position  of  showing  the  lowest  rate  of  infantile 
mortality  in  the  kingdom. 

It  is  fifty  years  since  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1875  was 
passed,  and  one  is  tempted  to  present  an  array  of  figures  comparing 
the  mortality  at  that  period  with  that  of  the  present  time.  Such 
causes  of  death  as  smallpox,  typhus  and  enteric  fever,  which  then 
occupied  prominent  positions  in  the  bills  of  mortality,  have  now 
practically  disappeared,  the  death  rates  from  other  zymotic  diseases 
have  been  enormously  reduced,  and  to  a  lesser  extent  with  that  of 
tuberculosis.  On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  a  steady  and 
ominous  increase  in  the  death  rate  from  cancer  and  malignant 
disease.  Scientific  research,  however,  shows  some  promise  that 
the  prevention  of  this  disease  may  be  practicable  in  a  few  years. 
From  a  strictly  material  point  of  view,  the  prevention  of  cancer  is 
relatively  of  less  economic  importance  than  the  prevention  of 
tuberculosis.  There  is  no  danger  to  the  continuity  of  the  race  in 
the  former  disease  since  for  the  most  part  it  attacks  persons  who 
are  past  the  prime  of  life,  whose  contribution  to  the  work  of  the 
world  is  nearly  over.  Indeed,  the  complete  prevention  of  the 
disease  would  lead,  by  the  multiplication  of  octogenarians,  to  some 
curious  economic  problems. 
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Horsham  Urban  District,  1925. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Summary. 

Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,279 

Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  ...  11,314 

Population  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  ...  11,406 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925  ...  11,330 

Rateable  Value,  March,  1925  ...  ...  ^64,272 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  ...  1 73 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  I5‘2^ 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  129 

Crude  rate  per  t,ooc  living...  ...  ...  11*38 

Infantile  Mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  34*68 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  ...  44 

Death  rate  from  7  principal  Epidemic  Diseases  ...  0*17 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  0*26 

New  Houses  built  ...  ...  ...  31 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  18*3 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  12*2 

Infant  Mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  75-0 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Horsham  is  a  market  town  lying  in  the  North-Eastern  part  of 
West  Sussex,  about  35  miles  from  London,  the  urban  area  of 
which  consists  at  present  of  1,279  acres  situated  on  the  junction  of 
the  geological  formations  known  as  the  Hastings  sands  and  the 
Wealden  clay,  chiefly  on  the  former.  Its  importance  as  a  market 
town  has  declined  in  the  last  ten  years,  but  this  has  been  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  its  extension  as  a  retail  shopping  centre, 
due  to  the  advent  of  the  motor  car,  which  enables  the  town  to 
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serve  a  much  wider  area  of  customers.  In  consequence  the  town 
has  now  the  appearance  of  much  increased  material  prosperity. 
The  population  recorded  at  the  Census  does  not  represent  the  real 
size  of  the  town,  which  is  rapidly  extending  over  the  existing  urban 
boundaries  into  the  neighbouring  Horsham  Rural  Parish.  The  time 
has  come  to  extend  the  urban  boundaries  with  the  object  of  seek¬ 
ing  better  administration  of  public  services.  The  town  and 
surroundings  are  largely  residential  in  character,  and  may  almost 
be  said  to  be  one  of  the  outlying  suburbs  of  London. 

There  is  no  large  staple  industry.  According  to  the  Census, 
1921,  the  predominating  occupations  of  males  aged  12  and  upwards 
were  :  Transport  workers  (including  railwaymen)  509,  and  Com¬ 
mercial  and  Financial  498,  whilst  669  were  returned  as  unoccupied 
and  retired. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census,  1921,  was  11,406,  consisting  of 
5,271  males  and  6,135  females,  showing  a  slight  increase  of  92 
on  that  of  1911.  The  average  number  ot  persons  per  family  had 
declined  from  4‘i7  to  3'82,  but  the  number  of  families  had  increased 
by  243.  The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year  1925 
was  11,330. 


BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  die  district  was  173 — 
males  109,  females  64  ;  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being 
I5’26.  The  average  birth  rate  for  the  past  live  years  was  16  35, 
and  in  the  preceding  quinquenniums  1916-1920,  1911-1915,  it  was 

17*1  and  191. 

The  notification  of  births  attended  by  midwives  is  good,  but 
on  the  part  of  medical  practitioners  it  is  less  satisfactory,  a  con¬ 
siderable  number  being  forgotten. 


DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  129 
(males  57,  females  72),  the  crude  rate  being  1178.  The  average 
rate  for  the  past  live  years  was  1274,  and  from  1916-1920  it 
was  15*4. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  38  ;  Cancer, 
14  ;  Bronchitis,  14  ;  and  Pneumonia,  9. 

Only  3  deaths  were  recorded  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis, 
the  average  death  rate  from  this  disease  111  the  past  five  years 
being  0*44. 
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Deaths  from  Cancer  since  they  have  been  separately  recorded 
from  190^  continue  to  increase.  The  following  table  shows  the 
average  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  ten  yearly  periods  : — 

Total  Deaths  Rate  per  1,000 
1906-1915  ...  172  ...  J'4 

1916-1925  ...  215  ...  2*1 

The  average  death  rate  from  Cancer  in  England  and  Wales 
for  the  past  ten  years  is  1*2. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  following  Table  shows  in  quinquennial  periods  since 
1901  the  satisfactory  decline  in  Infant  Mortality.  There  has 
been  much  controversy  as  to  the  causes  of  the  rapid  decline 
throughout  the  country,  some  claiming  a  single  cause,  but  it  is 
probably  due  to  a  number  of  factors,  among  which  the  chief  are 
the  general  spread  of  education,  the  greater  interest  taken  in 
children,  the  general  improvement  in  sanitation,  the  disappearance 
of  the  horse  and  consequent  greater  cleanliness  of  the  streets, 
and  not  least  the  provision  of  nurses  : — 

1901-1905  ...  94  1911-1915  ...  75 

1906-1910  ...  77  1916-1920  ...  64 

1921-1925  ...  41. 

England  and  Wales,  1901  ...  151  1921  ...  83 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (County  Council). 

None  in  District. 

Available — Aldingbourne  Sanatorium,  Chichester  (59  beds). 

Swandean  Hospital,  Worthing  (12  beds  for 
advanced  cases). 

The  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester 
(surgical  cases). 


2.  Maternity. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for 
two  beds  to  be  reserved  for  abnormal  cases  at  the  Lying-in 
Hospital  for  Women,  West  Street,  Brighton. 
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3-  Children. 

The  County  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Royal 
Alexandra  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Brighton,  to  provide  two 
cots  for  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  suffering  from  neo-natal 
complications  or  found  to  require  in-patient  treatment. 

4.  Fever. 

None  in  District.  The  Urban  District  Council  maintain  an 
old  farm  house,  situate  on  the  Sewage  Farm,  which  has  been  used 
for  isolation  purposes,  and  is  kept  for  emergencies.  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria  patients  are  received  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural 
District  Council’s  Hospital  and  by  the  East  Grmstead  Rural 
District  Council’s  Hospital,  at  a  weekly  ft  e  per  case  paid  by  the 
Urban  District  Council. 

5.  Small  Pox. 

The  County  Council  reserve  accommodation  under  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Borough  of  Brighton,  at  their  Hospital  at  Bulking. 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Hitherto  ambulance  facilities  have  been  provided  by  the 
Ambulance  given  to  the  Rural  District  Council  by  the  Red  Cross 
Society  at  the  end  of  the  War.  This  ambulance  is  nearly 
worn  out,  but  the  Red  Cross  Society  will  not  now  supply  ambul¬ 
ances  under  the  control  of  locai  authorities,  but  only  to  Voluntary 
Aid  Ambulance  Detachments.  The  Rural  District  Council  have 
under  consideration  the  purci  ase  of  a  new  ambulance,  which 
could  be  hired  to  the  Urban  Authority,  or  one  might  be  obtained 
under  joint  ownership.  A  motor  ambulance  is  now  an  imperative 
necessity  for  the  town  and  surrounding  district. 


Clinics  and  Tr. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
School  Clinic  (minor  ailments) 
Eye  Clinic 

Tuberculosis 

The  Centre  for  the  above 
a  six-roomed  cottage  which  has 

Venereal  Disease. 


i'M ent  Centres. 

Friday  (each  week)  2.30  p.m. 
Tuesday  &  Friday  1.30  ,, 

Wednesday  2.30  ,, 

,,  (each  week)  11  a.m. 

is  Tan  Cottage,  in  Brighton  Road, 
been  adapted  for  the  purpose. 


The  County  Council  have  provided  a  Clinic  at  the  Worthing 
Hospital  for  patients  from  this  area,  the  days  and  hours  of 
attendance  being  as  follows  : — 


Wednesday 


Friday 

1) 


•  •  • 


Men  4  p.m. 
Women  3  ,, 

Men  6  ,, 

Women  5  ,, 


•  •  • 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time),  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Councils  of  Combined  District,  and  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 

2.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time).  The  post  was 
occupied  for  fifteen  years  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Payne,  a.r.s.i.,  until  Jan. 
cth,  1926,  when  he  left  to  take  up  the  position  of  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  Godstone  Rural  District  Council.  The  position  was  tilled 
by  Mr.  E.  Partridge,  a.r.s.i. 

3.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  C.  G.  Atkinson,  who  is  in  charge  of 
the  Water  and  Sewage  Works,  the  Scavenging,  and  supervision  of 
the  Bye-laws. 

All  Officers’  salaries  are  contributed  to  by  grants  from  the 
Exchequer. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

The  Horsham  District  Nursing  Association  (voluntary), 
affiliated  to  the  County  Nursing  Association,  receives  grants  for 
work  done  from  the  County  Council  for  School  Inspection, 
attendance  at  Clinics,  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Health  Visiting  and  visiting  of 
Tuberculosis  persons  receiving  treatment  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Act. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Urban  District  Council  make  a  grant  annually  to  the 
Nursing  Association  for  the  visiting  and  nursing  of  Measles  and 
Pneumonia. 

Midwives  (County  Council). 

There  are  seven  registered  midwives  in  the  town,  six  of 
whom  are  independent  midwives,  the  othei  being  a  District  Nurse 
Midwife  engaged  by  the  Roffey  District  Nutsing  Association. 
None  of  these  midwives  is  subsidised  by  the  County  Council. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 


Adoptive  Acts 

Infections  Disease  (Prevention 
Act,  1S90) 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  Parts  2,  3  and  5  ... 

Private  Street  Works  Acts,  1892 


Adopted 

29th  May  1896 

6th  Oct.  1893 
8th  June  1900 


Came  into  Force 

8th  July  1896 

15th  Nov.  1893 
1 8th  July  1900 


IO 


Adoptive  Acts 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  : — 

Removal  of  Refuse  &  Prevention 
of  Nuisances 

Common  Lodging  House 

Slaughter  Houses 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  and 
Alterations  of  Buildings 

Slaughter  Houses — Bye-laws  re¬ 
quiring  in  case  of  slaughter  of 
any  bull  or  pig,  the  use  of 
mechanically  operated  instru¬ 
ment  suitable  and  sufficient 
for  the  purpose 


Adopted  Came  into  Force 

7th  Sept.  1877  27th  Sept.  1877 
7th  Sept.  1 877  27th  Sept.  1877 
7 tli  Sept.  1877  27th  Sept.  1S77 

27th  Feb.  1907  9th  May  1907 


28th  Dec.  1921  5th  Sept.  1922 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 


Water. 

The  public  water  supply  of  the  town  is  derived  from  a  bore 
in  the  Tunbridge  Wells  sands  situated  in  the  town,  whence  it  is 
pumped  to  a  reservoir  with  a  capacity  of  half  a  million  gallons, 
placed  in  the  highest  part  of  the  district  in  Roffey.  The  water  is 
exceedingly  soft  and  of  a  very  high  standard  of  purity.  The 
amount  pumped  has  hitherto  been  sufficient  to  maintain  a  constant 
supply,  but  the  increasing  demand  for  new  services,  largely  out¬ 
side  the  district,  has  led  the  Council  to  sink  a  new  bore  hole  in 
Magpie  Lane,  situated  in  the  Rural  District,  with  the  object  of 
augmenting  the  present  supply.  Although  the  population  has 
increased  but  slightly  in  recent  years,  the  annual  consumption  in 
I925  Wils  18,000,000  gallons  in  excess  of  74,042,024  gallons  in 
1920. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  town  is  provided  with  a  main  drainage  system,  the  sewage 
being  pumped  to  Broadbridge  Heath  Farm  in  the  Rural  District, 
and  treated  by  broad  irrigation  assisted  by  filter  beds.  This 
system  of  disposal  has  of  recent  years  not  proved  very  satisfactory, 
only  a  small  part  of  the  farm  having  been  used  for  irrigation,  as  a 
result  of  which  an  unsatisfactory  effluent  has  caused  at  times  some 
pollution  of  the  river  Arun.  In  order  to  remedy  this  the  Council 
are  contemplating  the  installation  of  a  completely  new  scheme. 


SCAVENGING. 


Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority,  the  collection 
of  refuse  being  made  weekly.  The  enforcement  of  the  provision 
of  sanitary  ashbins  is  made,  -ill  the  houses  being  provided  with 

them. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 
Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Informal 

2.  Statutory 

Result  of  Notices  served: 

1.  Informal,  complied  with 

2.  Statutory 

Inspections. 

Complaints  received 
Miscellaneous  Inspections 

Workshops  : — 

Bakehouses 
Laundries  ... 

Other  Workshops 

,,  Defects  found 

Defects  remedied 

Butchers’  Shops 
Marine  Stores 
Fried  Fish  Shops 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction)  Act,  1 9 1 9  : 

Complaints  received  and  attended  to  ^  ••• 

(Rat  baits  supplied  free  by  the  Council). 
Visits  of  Inquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases 
Rooms  disinfected 
Drains  tested 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets 
Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets 
Houses  connected  with  main  drainage 
Overcrowding — No.  of  cases  discovered  ••• 

No.  of  cases  abated 


i  io 

13 

106 

7 

70 

1508 

34 

12 

40 

4 

4 

56 

60 

25 


13 

34 

34 

59 

1 

1 

9 

3 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  nine  Elementary  School  Buildings,  comprising 
sixteen  departments.  No  new  Schools  have  been  ei  ected  lecentlv, 
but  a  rearrangement  has  been  made  of  departments  in  some  of  the 
Council  Schools  and  the  old  building,  formerly  at  Denne  Road, 
re-opened  as  an  Infants’  School.  Improvements  in  lighting  have 
been  made  at  the  East  Parade  Schools.  The  water  supply  is  from 
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the  public  mains.  The  closets  are  built  (with  the  exception  of  the 
Oxford  Road  Schools  which  have  separate  Hushing  cisterns)  with 
trough  closets  periodically  flushed.  The  District  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector.  All  cases  of  infectious 
disease  known  to  the  Head  Teacher  are  notified  on  a  special  form 
to  him  and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  conditions  of  the  District  during  the  past 
five  years  have  been  gradually  approaching  the  normal.  The  con¬ 
ditions  of  housing  in  the  town  may  now,  on  the  whole,  be  said  to 
be  fairly  satisfactory.  At  the  Census  of  1921  the  population 
amounted  to  11,406,  showing  a  very  slight  increase  on  the  previous 
Census.  The  estimated  population  for  the  past  year,  1 1,333,  shows 
a  slight  decrease.  The  number  of  private  families  at  the  last 
Census  showed  an  increase  of  112,  which  was  probably  the  prin¬ 
cipal  factor  in  causing  the  shortage  of  houses.  The  number  of 
occupied  houses  at  the  Census  of  1911  was  2,628,  and  in  the  last 
Census  2,760.  During  the  past  five  years  56  houses  have  been 
built  by  the  Local  Authority,  32  aided  by  subsidies,  and  48  by 
private  enterprise.  The  figures  of  the  last  Census  indicate  a 
certain  amount  of  overcrowding.  There  appears  to  be  some 
increase  in  density  among  families  of  over  0  persons,  and  the 
population  living  more  than  two  persons  to  a  room  was  increased 
from  249  to  322.  The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  past  five  years  was  12. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  fairly  good, 
more  than  half  of  the  total  number  of  dwellings  having  been  built 
in  the  past  40  years. 

A  complete  inspection  under  the  Housing  Acts  has  been 
made,  the  defects  discovered  being  of  all  descriptions  ;  one  of  the 
commonest  recorded  is  general  dampness.  The  worst  defect 
mentioned  in  previous  reports,  namely,  the  absence  of  flushing 
systems  to  the  water  closets,  has  at  last  been  remedied. 

There  are  two  small  areas  in  which  the  standard  of  housing 
is  inferior,  these  being  inhabited  chiefly  by  a  class  of  tenant  not 
welcomed  by  good  landlords.  The  most  unsatisfactory  of  these 
areas  is  the  one  known  as  Normandy,  which  was  the  subject  of  an 
enquiry  by  the  Local  Government  Board  in  1911.  At  that  time 
the  Board  sanctioned  the  continuance  of  the  block  after  the 
demolition  of  two  cottages  to  enable  more  light  to  enter,  and  the 
putting  m  repair  of  the  remainder.  Since  that  time  the  cottages 
have  again  fallen  into  disrepair,  and  the  lighting  of  the  court  has 
been  rendered  worse  by  the  heightening  of  an  adjacent  wall. 
The  time  has  now  come  when  the  demolition  of  these  dwellings 

o 

should  be  considered. 
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The  general  action  taken  by  the  Urban  District  Council  as 
regards  unfit  houses  is,  in  the  first  instance,  to  serve  informal 
notices  which,  it  not  complied  with,  are  followed  by  the  usual 
statutory  notices  under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts. 
Section  28  (now  Section  3)  of  the  1925  Act  has  been  made  use  of 
on  several  occasions. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers)  given  separately  under  (b)  31 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ..  12 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  15 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  159 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  150 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  4 

(4)  Number  cf  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading), 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  20 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  18 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Aurhority  in  default  of  Owners  — 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  1 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  13 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  •  ••  7 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  ir,  14.  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  ht  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  nine  registered  wholesale  dairies  and  thirty-five 
retail.  No  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  Special  Designa¬ 
tions  Order.  1923. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidation  Act,  1915)  came  into 
force  on  September  1st,  1925,  but  no  new  order  has  yet  been 
issued  by  the  Ministry  to  date  respecting  Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected  and  are 
well  kept  as  a  rule.  No  defects  were  reported  during  the  year. 

With  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  cleanliness  of  the  milk  sold 
in  the  town  the  District  Council  issued  instructions  for  samples  to 
be  taken  of  the  milk  sold  from  all  retailers.  The  results  ot 
bacteriological  examination  of  these  samples  showed  that  in  8 
cases  the  standard  was  equal  to  that  requiied  for  Grade  A  Milk, 
7  samples  fell  below  the  above  standard,  and  12  were  below  the 
standard  of  ordinarily  clean  milk.  The  retailers  were  informed 
of  the  results  obtained.  A  second  series  of  samples  is  to  be 
examined.  In  none  of  the  samples  was  tubercle  bacilli  detected. 

Under  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  no 
occasion  has  yet  arisen  demanding  their  application. 
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Meat. 

The  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  which 
came  into  force  on  April  ist,  1925,  are  satisfactorily  carried  out. 
Slaughtering  takes  place  at  fixed  times  and  nearly  all  the  carcases 
are  inspected  at  the  time.  Condemned  meat  is  destroyed  in  the 
town  destructor.  A  total  of  3,353  animals  were  notified  for 
slaughter  during  the  year.  Parts  of  two  carcases  of  cattle  and  five 
pigs  were  condemned. 

There  are  no  public  slaughter  houses.  The  ten  private 
slaughter  houses  are  regularly  inspected  and  well  kept.  One  defect 
was  reported  during  the  year  which  was  remedied.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  slaughterhouses  registered  and  licensed  : — 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 

Registered  7  7  7 

Licensed  433 

Total  11  10  10 


Bakehouses. 

There  are  seventeen  bakehouses  on  the  Register,  one  of  which 
is  underground.  Defects  were  found  on  inspection  in  one  of  them 
which  were  remedied. 


PREVALENCE  OF 


AND  CONTROL 
DISEASES. 


OVER,  INFECTIOUS 


Scarlet  Fever  has  been  much  more  prevalent  during  the  past 
five  years  than  in  the  preceding  decade,  a  considerable  epidemic 
in  1 921  having  raised  the  mean  annual  incidence  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  period  to  3‘9-  The  disease  has  of  late  years 
tended  to  became  less  virulent,  and  is  at  present  the  least  fatal  of 
the  zymotic  diseases.  No  deaths  occurred  during  the  epidemic  of 
]  1921,  but  in  the  previous  year  three  were  registered,  two  being 

in  one  family,  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  other  cases. 

The  town  has  enjoyed  an  unusual  freedom  from  diphtheria, 

I  the  mean  annual  incidence  for  the  past  five  years  being  0*28  per 
thousand. 

Measles  were  very  prevalent  in  1924,  three  deaths  occurring. 
The  Urban  District  Council  make  an  annual  grant  to  the  West 
Sussex  Nursing  Association  for  the  visiting  by  nurses  of  measles 
f  and  pneumonia. 
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The  Council  are  members  of  the  Clinical  Research  Associa¬ 
tion.  Each  medical  practitioner  is  provided  with  an  outfit  for 
sending  material  for  examination  for  the  diagnosis  of  enteric  fever, 
diphtheria  and  tuberculosis.  A  duplicate  report  is  sent  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Schick  test  for  diphtheria  has  not  been  used  in  the 
district,  no  necessity  having  arisen.  Nor  has  the  Dick  test  for 
scarlet  fever  been  made  use  of. 

The  notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  by  medical  practitioners 
is  prompt,  with  the  exception  of  pneumonia,  thonumber  of  deaths 
registered  from  this  disease  always  exceeding  the  number  notified. 

The  method  of  disinfection  in  use  after  Infectious  Disease  is 
the  fumigation  of  the  rooms  by  formalin  vapour.  Considerable 
doubt  has  of  recent  years  been  raised  as  to  the  efficiency  of  this 
method  or  indeed  of  any  other  for  the  prevention  of  scarlet  fever. 
In  some  districts  where  disinfection  has  been  given  up  there  has 
been  no  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease. 

There  is  no  cleansing  station  for  verminous  persons  nor  any 
steam  disinfector.  The  method  used  in  the  fortunately  rare  cases 
in  which  the  need  arises  is  the  fumigation  of  the  rooms  and  clothes 
by  means  of  sulphur.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  need  of  the 
provision  of  a  steam  disinfector  is  sufficiently  great  to  warrant  the 
expense.  The  destruction  of  clothes  and  bedding  and  the  supply 
of  a  new  outfit  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority  when  neces¬ 
sary  would  be  much  cheaper  than  the  cost  of  installing  and  main¬ 
taining  a  steam  disinfector. 


HORSHAM  URBAN— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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1 

3 

3 
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Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Meningitus 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— Cases. 


Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

I 

I 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

10 

15 

20 

1 

1 

25 

1 

1 

2 

35 

1 

1 

45 

1 

1 

55 

65 — upwards 

Totals 

2 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is 
generally  prompt. 

Deaths  were  registered  in  no  cases  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified.  No  instances  of  wilful  neglect  have  been 
discovered. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
No  cases  have  been  discovered  which  needed  the  enforcement  of 
these  regulations. 
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Horsham  Rural  District,  1925 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
Summary. 


Area  in  Acres 

Population  (Census,  1911)  ... 

Population  (Census,  1921)  ... 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925 
Rateable  Value,  March,  1925 
1  Product  of  a  penny  rate 
I  Number  of  Births 
Rate  per  1,000  living 
Number  of  Deaths 

I  Rate  per  1,000  living 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths 

Infant  Mortality,  under  1  year  per  1,000  births 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ... 

j 

New  Houses  built 


79*334 

20,794 

21,485 

21,010 

.£168,163 

£592 

335 

15*94 

254 

1208 

81 

4i*79 

019 

0-52 

103 


Per 

1,000 

Exglvnd  and  Wales. 

W.  Sussex  R.D. 

Birth 

Rate 

18-3 

15*75 

Death 

Rate 

12*2 

1 1  86 

Infant 

Mortality 

75 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Horsham  Rural  District  occupies  the  North  Eastern  quarter 
of  West  Sussex,  being  the  largest  and  most  populous  district  in 
the  County.  The  district  lies  wholly  in  the  Weald,  the  greater 
part  on  the  clav,  but  on  the  eastern  side  the  subsoil  is  composed 
i  of  sandy  soil  known  as  the  Hastings  beds.  The  district  is  heavily 
'  wooded,  St.  Leonard’s  Foiest  overlying  a  large  part  of  the  eastern 
side.  Formerly  a  purely  agricultural  district  chiefly  devoted  to 
arable  farming,  it  has  now  become  much  more  residential  in 
character,  and  the  arable  land  is  being  rapidly  replaced  by  grass, 
chiefly  because  of  the  great  increase  in  dairy  farming.  Great 
i  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  past  few  years,  large  estates  being 
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gradually  broken  up  and  smaller  holdings  created,  and  “  For 
Sale  ”  is  the  commonest  notice  of  the  country  side.  Poultry 
farming  is  greatly  on  the  increase.  One  of  the  most  noteworthy 
changes  since  the  war  has  been  the  immigration  into  the  district 
of  all  classes.  Unfortunately  the  tables  of  actual  birth  place  have 
been  omitted  at  the  last  Census  so  that  figures  are  not  available, 
but  the  number  of  true  autochthons  must  have  greatly  diminished. 
The  Census  returns  of  occupation  show  that  of  8,641  males  of  12 
years  and  upwards,  2,829  were  employed  in  agricultural  occupa¬ 
tions,  but  only  1,385,  or  10%  were  classified  as  agricultural 
labourers. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census,  1921,  was  21,485  (10.898  males, 
10,587  females).  At  the  Census,  1911,  it  was  20,792.  The 
apparent  increase  is  due  to  the  presence  of  soldiers  in  camp  in 
Horsham  Rural  Parish,  and  the  excess  of  males  over  females  is 
due  to  the  same  cause,  the  latter  largely  predominating  in  numbers 
in  the  other  parishes  of  the  district.  The  population  estimated  to 
the  middle  of  1925  is  21,010. 

The  number  of  families  at  the  last  Census  was  5,051,  showing 
an  increase  since  the  previous  Census,  but  the  number  of  persons 
per  family  was  reduced  from  4' 19  to  3  92. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  births  were  335  (176  males,  159  females),  the  rate 
being  15  94.  The  average  birth  rate  for  the  past  five  years  was 
1 6'22,  being  a  marked  decline  on  the  somewhat  alarming  rate  of 

1920. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  belonging  to  the 
district  was  254,  the  crude  rate  being  12*08  per  1,000  living.  The 
principal  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease  54,  Cancer,  34, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  11,  Cerebral  Hemorrhage  20.  Pneumonia 
12.  There  were  7  deaths  registered  from  Influenza. 

The  average  death  rate  per  1,000  from  Cancer  during  the  past 
ten  years  was  1*54,  and  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  1906 — 1915, 
was  0*974. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  shows  in  quinquennial  periods  the  decline 
in  infant  mortality  in  the  district,  which  may  claim  to  have  had 
the  lowest  for  the  past  years  of  anv  district  in  England. 

1901 — 1906  -  76  1911 — 1915 

1906 — 1910  -  64  1916 — 1920 

1921— 1925  -  32 


55 

58 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE 

AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (County  Council). 

None  in  District. 

Available — Aldingbourne  Sanatorium. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

2.  Maternity. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

3.  Children. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  8. 

4.  Fever. 

None  in  District. 

Available — Cucldield  Rural  District  and  East  Grinstead 
Rural  District  Isolation  Hospitals,  to  which  cases  are  sent,  the 
Local  Authority  paying  a  fee  for  each  case  per  week. 

5.  Small  Pox. 

The  County  Council  reserve  accommodation  at  Fulking, 
near  Brighton,  under  arrangement  with  the  Borough  Council. 

Any  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  and  homeless  children  ?  None. 


Ambulance  Facilities.  k 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  8. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  (County  Council). 

See  Horsham  Urban,  page  8. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  in  conjunction 
with  other  Councils  of  the  Combined  District  and  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspectors  (whole  time). 

Mr.  T.  Parry,  a.r.s.i.  Sub-district  No.  1. 

Mr.  V.  Bartrim,  a.r.s.i.  Sub-district  No.  2. 

3.  Surveyor.  Mr.  \V.  R.  Guilford,  M.Inst.M.Cy.E., 
who  lias  the  supervision  of  the  Building  Bye-laws  recently 
transferred  from  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

All  officers’  salaries  are  contributed  to  by  Exchequer  grants. 
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Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 


(a)  General. 

The  District  Nursing  Association  affiliated  to  the  West 
Sussex  Nursing  Association  (voluntary).  Nurse-Midwives  main¬ 
tained  in  each  parish  or  group  of  parishes.  Receive  giants  from 
County  Council  for  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting,  School  Work  and 
Tuberculosis  Visiting. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Rural  District  Council  make  an  annual  grant  to  the 
County  Nursing  Association  for  the  visiting  and  nursing  of  Measles. 

Midwives  (County  Council). 

There  are  16  registered  midwives  in  the  District,  including 
15  nurse  widwives  provided  by  the  District  Nursing  Association. 
The  County  Council,  under  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
scheme,  make  a  grant  not  exceeding  C'50  per  annum  towards  the 
salary  of  14  of  these  District  Nurse- Mid  wives,  each  Nurse  under¬ 
taking  all  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  her  area,  and  in 
addition  the  School  work  and  Tuberculosis  visiting. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  ... 

Bye-Laws  : — 

1.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 

2.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

3.  New  Buildings 

4.  Bye-laws  respecting  nuisance  in  Parishes 

of  Crawley  and  I  held 


Came  into  Force 
Jan.,  1910 

Aug.  1st,  1881 
Nov.  1st,  1S82 
July  2nd,  1910 

Mar.  14th,  1922 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  Semi-Urban  District  comprised  of  the  parishes  of 
Crawley  and  I  held  has  up  to  the  present  time  been  supplied  with 
water  by  the  Crawley  and  District  Water  Company.  This 
Company  has  now  gone  into  liquidation,  and  the  works  are  being 
taken  over  by  the  Rural  District  Council. 

The  village  of  Biliingshurst  has  a  public  supply,  formerly 
owned  by  the  North  West  Sussex  Water  Company,  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  District  Council.  Many  complaints  have  been  made 
during  the  past  few  years  of  irregularity  and  deficiency  in  the 
supply,  but  some  improvement  has  been  made  during  the  past  year. 


23 


The  part  of  the  Parish  of  West  Grinstead  known  as 
Partridge  Green  is  supplied  by  the  Steyning  Water  Company. 
Some  houses,  including  the  new  District  Council  cottages  in 
Rudgwick  Parish,  are  supplied  by  the  Hurtwood  Water  Company. 
Many  houses  in  Horsham  Rural  Parish  immediately  surrounding 
the  town  are  supplied  from  the  works  of  the  Hot  sham  Uiban 
District  Council. 

The  rest  of  the  district  depends  for  its  water  supply  on  the 
shallow  wells,  many  of  which  are  polluted.  On  the  Wealden  Clay 
the  hardness  of  the  water,  often  exceeding  ioo  degrees,  renders  it 
almost  useless  either  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes. 

A  public  water  supply  for  the  various  villages  is  the  most 
urgent  need  of  the  district.  It  is  particularly  needed  in  the\illages 
of  Warnham,  Rusper,  Slinfold  and  Broadbridge  Heath. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Main  drainage  is  provided  in  the  areas  of  Crawley  and 
I  field,  Billingshurst,  Broadbridge  Heath,  Cowfold,  Partridge  Green 
and  Warnham.  At  Crawley  the  effluent  falls  eventually  into  a 
tributary  of  the  river  Mole  and  thence  to  the  1  hames.  The 
Thames  Conservancy  made  complaints  of  the  state  of  the  effluent 
last  year  which  was  rectified.  At  Warnham  there  aie  two  outfalls. 
The  effluent  at  Friday  Street  was  formerly  irrigated  by  pumping 
on  to  a  meadow,  the  effluent  then  percolating  into  a  btook.  The 
meadow  was  leased  by  the  District  Council  until  19-4  when,  the 
lease  expiring,  the  owner  of  the  meadow  refused  to  renew  it.  In 
consequence  it  was  found  necessary  to  connect  this  outfall  to  the 
Station  W  orks.  The  effluent  is  now  conducted  by  pumping  it 
through  a  qin.  iron  pipe  connected  to  the  main  sewer  in  Church 
Street. 

The  disposal  of  excreta  in  the  parts  of  the  Horsham  Rural 
Parish  comprising  Swindon  and  Purton  Roads  and  about  150 
houses  is  a  frequent  source  of  complaint.  The  levels  will  not 
permit  the  area  being  drained  into  the  main  sewers  of  the  Urban 
district  without  pumping.  At  present  the  cesspools  aie  emptied 
weekly  by  contract. 

Water  closets  are  provided  in  those  villages  where  there  is 
a  main  drainage  system.  In  Broadbridge  Heath,  owing  to  the 
deficient  water  supply  in  most  of  the  houses,  they  are  hand  flushed. 
In  other  parts  the  closet  accommodation  consists  of  earth  pai 
closets  and  a  diminishing  number  of  privies  of  which  155  have 
been  converted  during  the  past  five  years. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  weekly  in  Broadbridge  Heath* 
Warnham  and  parts  of  Horsham  Rural  Parish,  a  motor  lorry 
being  provided  for  the  purpose  by  the  local  authority.  The 
provision  of  movable  sanitary  dustbins  is  enforced  in  these  areas. 
The  system  should  be  extended  to  other  parishes,  especially 
Billingshurst  and  Slinfold,  where  large  accumulations  of  refuse 
are  to  be  found  in  the  back  gardens  of  many  cottages  which 
are  not  large  enough  to  dispose  of  them.  The  custom  of  disposing 
of  the  refuse  from  parts  of  London  in  the  district  still  continues. 
The  problem  of  disposing  of  its  own  refuse  is  quite  sufficient  for 
the  district  without  having  to  contend  with  that  of  others.  At 
Warnham  Station  a  serious  nuisance  was  caused  in  1925  by  the 
gradual  accumulation  of  thousands  of  tons  of  domestic  refuse  from 
London.  In  addition  to  the  penetrating  stink,  a  plague  of  rats  and 
flies  caused  annoyance  to  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Sub-District  No.  1  (Warnham.  Billingshui st. 

Cowfold,  Shipley, 

Slinfold,  Rudgwick  and  West  Grinstead). 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Informal 

103 

2.  Statutory 

•  •  • 

Result  of  Notices  served  : — 

1.  Informal,  complied  with 

•  •  • 

82 

2.  Statutory 

•  1  • 

— 

Inspections. 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 

•  •  • 

1.736 

Complaints  received 

•  »  i 

87 

Workshops — No.  on  register 

•  •  • 

5° 

Bakehouses 

•  •  • 

48 

Laundries 

»  1  • 

Other  Workshops 

IOI 

Knackers  Yards — No.  licensed 

»  1 1 

,,  Inspections 

•  •  • 

8 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds 

•  •  • 

276 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

•  •  • 

32 

Marine  Stores 

•  «  • 

8 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

•  t  • 

46 

Sewage  Works 

«  »  • 

272 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases 

•  •  • 

53 

Rooms  disinfected 

•  •  • 

46 

Drains  tested 

•  •  • 

18 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets 

•  •  • 

12 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ... 

•  •  • 

7 

Houses  connected  with  main  drainage 

•  •  • 

4 
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Sub-  District  No.  2  (Crawley,  Horsham  Rural,  Lower  Beeding, 

Rusper  and  Nuthurst). 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Informal  ...  ...  124 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  — 

Result  of  Notices  served  : — 

1.  Informal,  complied  with  ...  ...  112 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  — 


Inspections. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  63 

Miscellaneous  Inspections  ...  ...  84 

Re-inspections  ...  ...  247 

Workshops — No.  on  register  ...  ...  52 

Bakehouses — Inspections  ...  ...  22 

Laundries — Inspections  ...  ...  14 

Other  Workshops — Inspections  ...  ...  37 

Butchers’  Shops — Inspections  ...  ....  49 

Slaughter  Houses — Inspections  ...  ...  251 

Knackers  Yard — No.  licensed  ...  ...  I 

,,  Inspections  ...  ...  3 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — Inspections  ...  ....  221 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  12 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  4 

Sewage  Works  ...  ...  157 

Under  Building  Bye-laws  ...  ...  6 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases  ...  78 

Rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  36 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  39 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  ...  ...  4 

Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  ...  ...  10 

Houses  connected  with  main  drainage  ...  7 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  twenty-two  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
district,  a  few  of  which  are  of  modern  construction,  the  others 
being  of  varying  ages.  Some  improvements  in  lighting  have 
recently  been  effected.  The  water  supply,  except  at  Crawley,  is 
derived  from  wells  on  the  premises.  Pail  closets  are  usually 
provided,  although  two  Schools  still  have  privies.  1  he  District 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Inspector.  All 
eases  of  infectious  disease  known  to  the  Head  Teacher  are  notified 
on  a  special  form  to  him  and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the  School 
Medical  Officer. 


26 


HOUSING. 

In  this  large  Rural  District  there  was,  in  the  twenty  years 
preceding  the  war,  much  building  activity  which  kept  pace  with 
the  rapid  increase  in  the  population,  now  showing  signs  of 
becoming  stationary.  The  number  of  occupied  dwellings  at  the 
census  of  1921  was  4,857,  showing  an  increase  of  600  on  that  of 
the  previous  census.  This  increase  has  been  augmented  during 
the  past  live  years  by  348  houses,  of  which  103  have  been  erected 
by  the  local  authority,  67  with  the  aid  of  subsidies  and  178  by 
private  enterprise.  A  large  proportion  of  the  latter,  however,  did 
not  come  under  the  category  of  houses  for  the  working  class.  In 
1925 — cottages  were  erected  in  Rudgwick  6,  Crawley  22,  and 
Billingshurst  6,  by  the  District  Council. 

A  rapid  development  in  that  part  of  the  Horsham  Rural 
Parish  surrounding  the  town  is  now  taking  place,  and  it  seems 
desirable  that  it  should  be  incorporated  in  the  Urban  District. 

The  number  of  private  families  at  the  last  census  was  5*°5U 
showing  an  increase  of  700,  the  latter  being  the  chief  factor  in 
causing  a  shortage  of  houses.  The  figures  of  the  census  state  that 
the  number  of  rooms  per  person  for  the  whole  district  is  1*42, 
varying  from  1-55  in  the  Parish  of  Cowfold  to  1-33  in  Crawley. 
These  figures  do  not  indicate  a  large  amount  of  overcrowding,  and 
those  relating  to  varying  densities  of  occupation  according  to  the 
size  of  the  families  are  satisfactory  as  compared  with  neighbouring 
districts. 

Fifty-six  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during 
the  past  live  years. 

•  The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  fairly 
satisfactory,  a  large  proportion  of  the  cottages  being  of  modern 
construction,  but  difficulties  are  presented  111  dealing  with  a  number 
of  old  and  dilapidated  houses  which  exist.  These  houses  are  let 
at  a  very  low  rent,  and  the  tenants  are  not  in  a  position  to  pay  the 
rent  of  the  houses  built  by  the  District  Council.  In  these  cases  it 
is  inexpedient  to  make  representations  with  a  view  to  obtaining 
closing  orders  until  alternative  accommodation  is  found,  nor  can 
they  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act  of  1925.  In  many  cases  the  landlords  would  welcome  a 
closing  order. 

The  progress  of  inspection  under  the  Housing  Regulations 
has  been  much  impeded  by  the  frequent  change  of  Inspectors, 
and  the  survey  of  the  whole  district  has  not  yet  been  completed. 


27 


The  general  action  taken  by  the  sanitary  authority  as 
regards  unlit  houses  is  the  service  of  informal  notices  to  owners, 
which  are  generally  complied  with,  albeit  somewhat  slowly. 

The  water  supply  is  very  defective  in  several  parishes,  and 
there  is  great  need  for  making  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of 
refuse  in  the  larger  villages. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  103 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  44 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  19 

1.  Unlit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  177 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consoli¬ 
dated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  169 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  n 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading),  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  ht  for  human 
habitation  ...  138 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  tit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  102 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  12 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
ht  after  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  8 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intentionto  close 


8 


28 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  •••  12 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  [4  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ....  10 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  10 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  lit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  4 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  now  376  registered  dairies  and  cowsheds  in  the 
district,  of  which  281  are  wholesale  producers,  the  milk  being  sent 
out  of  the  area.  Only  one  licence  has  been  issued  for  the 
production  of  Grade  A  milk  which  is  not  sold  in  the  district.  A 
very  considerable  improvement  has  been  made  in  recent  years  in 
the  general  standard  of  sanitation  in  the  cowsheds  and  dairies  and 
in  cleanliness  in  milking,  the  proprietors  of  the  more  newly  regis¬ 
tered  dailies  being  more  aware  of  modern  requirements,  but  it  is 
manifest  that  taking  into  consideration  the  other  numerous  duties 
of  Sanitary  Inspectors  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  maintain  an 
efficient  supervision  over  so  many  dairies.  I  he  milk  industry  is 
now  becoming  so  large  and  important  in  the  county,  that  the 
question  of  appointing  a  whole  time  special  inspector  for  the 
combined  district,  who  would  devote  his  whole  time  to  the 
milk  supply,  should  be  considered.  The  provisions  of  the  Milk 
and  Dairies  (Consolidated)  Act,  1915,  which  came  into  force  in 
Sept.,  1925,  are  partly  administered  by  the  County  Council  and 
partly  by  the  District  Sanitary  Authorities.  Under  the  Act  the 
Minister  of  Health  has  power  to  issue  orders  respecting  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds.  None  has  been  issued  so  far  and  the  old  Dairies, 
Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  order  of  1887,  1S89,  have  to  suffice 
until  a  new  order  is  issued. 
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Meat. 

The  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations  and  Rural  District 
Council  (Slaughter  Houses)  Order,  1924,  came  into  force  on  April 
1st,  1925,  and  are  being  satisfactorily  enforced.  Slaughtering  takes 
place  at  fixed  times  and,  as  far  as  the  duties  of  the  Inspectors 
permit,  the  carcases  are  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter,  a  very 
large  proportion  having  been  so  inspected  during  the  year.  Over 
live  thousand  pounds  of  meat  and  offal  have  been  condemned 
during  the  year.  The  condemned  meat  is  mostly  destroyed  in  the 
Urban  Council’s  destructor. 

The  Slaughter  Houses  are  mostly  old  and  many  badly 
situated,  but  are  well  kept.  Defects  were  reported  in  10  instances 
during  the  year  all  of  which  were  remedied. 


In  1920 

In  January,  1925 

In  December,  1925. 

Registered 

21 

19 

19 

Licensed 

— 

— 

Total 

21 

19 

*9 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  21  bakehouses  on  the  register,  none  of  which  is 
underground.  Seventeen  defects  were  discovered  on  inspection 
during  the  year  all  of  which  were  remedied. 

Among  the  other  Workshops  in  the  district  38  defects  were 
reported  during  the  year  and  remedied  in  all  but  6  instances. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

No  noteworthy  outbreaks  of  infectious  diseases  have 
occurred  during  the  past  five  years.  The  following  table  shows 


ence  of  various 

diseases  for  that  period  : — 

Disease. 

Cases 

Incidence  per  1,000 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

204 

i*9 

2 

Diphtheria 

24 

O’ 2  2 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

5 

0’04 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  has  tended  to  become  more  widely  distributed 
and  milder  in  character,  with  fewer  definite  outbreaks,  which  is 
probably  due  to  the  increased  facilities  for  inter  communication 
between  villages  that  have  been  provided  in  recent  years. 
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The  district  has  enjoyed  a  remarkable  freedom  from 
diphtheria  during  the  past  five  years. 

The  cases  of  enteric  fever,  one  of  which  proved  fatal,  wete 
notified  in  the  autumn  of  1925  in  the  parish  of  Slinfold.  The 
presence  near  the  infected  houses  of  a  dump  of  refuse  from  South 
London,  where  the  disease  was  prevalent,  was  strongly  suspected 
as  the  cause. 

The  notification  of  infectious  diseases  by  medical 
practitioners  is  usually  very  prompt  with  the  exception  of 
pneumonia.  No  special  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the 
local  sanitary  authority  for  the  nursing  of  this  disease,  but  it  is 
usually  available  through  the  local  nursing  associations. 

The  District  Council  is  a  member  of  the  Clinical  Research 
Association.  Each  medical  practitioner  in  the  district  is  provided 
with  an  outfit  for  sending  material  for  the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria, 
tuberculosis  and  enteric  fever,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
receiving  a  duplicate  report  of  each  case.  Seventy-one  specimens 
were  sent  for  diphtheria,  16  for  tuberculosis  and  4  for  enteric 
fever  during  the  past  year. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Inspector 
for  the  schools  in  his  district,  and  is  therefore  in  close  touch  with 
them  in  case  of  outbreaks  of  disease.  He  is  kept  informed,  on  a 
special  form  sent  by  the  head  teacher,  a  duplicate  of  which  is  sent 
to  the  School  Medical  Officer,  of  the  names  and  addresses  of 
children  absent  on  account  of  disease. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  but  cases  of 
infectious  disease  in  which  adequate  isolation  cannot  be  provided 
at  home  are  removed,  by  arragement,  to  various  hospitals  in 
adjacent  districts,  the  majority  being  sent  to  the  Cuckfield  Rural 
District  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  by  means  of 
fumigation  with  formalin  vapour  or  sulphur  dioxide. 


HORSHAM  RURAL— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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Total 

Deaths 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

CO  ^  ^ 

65 

and 

over 

CN  r-. 

~ 

— <  *-<  CM 

CO 

- - 

C<I  1— 1  CO  f—i 

0 

cs 

CO  CN1  F-H  r-H 

1C  — <  1 

0 

C 

Cl 

10 

f 

61 

■ 

Tfl 

CD 

CO 

CO 

1 

r_l 

Under 

1 

year 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

47 

11 

3 

10 

6 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Enteric  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

. 

1 

32 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM  . — Cases. 


Treated 

. 

Notified 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

0 

| 

1 

5 

1 

10 

2 

1 

1 

15 

3 

1 

1 

20 

2 

4 

1 

1 

25 

6 

2 

1 

1 

35 

1 

3 

1 

4 

2 

45 

55 

1 

1 

65 — upwards 

1 

Totals 

12 

12 

3 

3 

6 

r* 

0 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is 
generally  prompt. 

Deaths  were  registered  in  one  case  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified.  No  instances  of  wilful  neglect  have  been 
discovered. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
No  cases  have  been  discovered  which  needed  the  enforcement  of 
these  regulations. 
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Midhurst  Rural  District,  1925. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Summary. 


Area  in  Acres 

66,775 

Population  at  Census,  1911 

15,283 

Population  at  Census,  1921 

14,794 

Population  estimated  to  middle 

of  1925 

...  14,910 

Rateable  Value,  March,  1925 

^94>83° 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

£323 

Number  of  Births 

...  202 

Rate  per  1,000  living 

1354 

Number  of  Deaths 

170 

Rate  per  1.000  living 

...  1 1 *4 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ... 

...  32 

Infant  Mortality  under  1  year  per 

1,000  births 

59-4° 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

013 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

...  04 

New  Houses  built 

•  •  • 

Per  1,000  England 

and  Wales. 

W.  Sussex  R.D. 

Birth  Rate 

• 

iS'3 

1575 

Death  Rate 

12*2 

1 1  86 

Infant  Mortality 

75 

5i 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Midhurst  Rural  District  occupies  the  North-Western  corner 
of  the  County,  adjoining  the  counties  of  Hampshire  and  Surrey. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  east  by  Petworth  Rural  District  and  the 
summit  of  the  South  Downs  terms  its  southern  boundary.  The 
subsoil  for  the  most  partis  composed  of  the  upper  and  lower  green 
sand,  with  chalk  in  tne  southern  part.  The  northern  part  of  the 
district  is  hilly  and  heavily  wooded.  The  River  Rother  traverses 
the  district  from  west  to  east.  The  district  is  largely  residential  in 
character.  Agriculture,  of  which  dairy  farming  is  the  chief  feature, 
may  be  said  to  be  the  only  industry  of  importance. 
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At  the  Census  of  1921  of  a  total  of  5,455  males  of  12  years 
and  upwards  1,983  were  returned  as  employed  in  agricultural 
occupations.  Of  these  1,074  were  agricultural  labourers. 

There  is  only  one  town,  Midhurst,  of  any  considerable 
population,  but  in  the  north-western  corner  of  the  district  there  is  an 
area  of  closer  settlement,  known  as  Camelsdale,  composed  of  parts 
of  the  parishes  of  Fernhurstand  Linchmere.  Camelsdale  in  reality 
forms  a  suburb  of  Haslemere,  and  from  an  administrative  point  of 
view,  would  be  better  included  in  the  Urban  District  of  Haslemere, 
but  this  is  rendered  difficult  by  the  fact  that  the  county  boundary 
separates  the  two  places. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census,  1921,  was  14,794  (6.985  males, 
7,809  females)  showing  a  decrease  of  486  on  the  previous  Census, 
1911.  The  decreases  were  most  noticeable  in  the  parishes  of 
Easebourne  (127),  Rogate,  Lodsworth,  and  Lurgashall.  The 
parishes  of  Fernhurst,  Stedham  and  West  Lavington  showed  slight 
increases.  The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
1925  is  14,910. 


BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  202 
(males  106,  females  96),  the  rate  per  1.000  of  the  population  being 
1 3* 54 ,  which  is  the  lowest  recorded,  being  lower  even  than  any 
during  the  years  of  the  War.  In  1885  the  birth  rate  was  28-9. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  170, 
the  crude  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  114.  The  chief 
causes  of  death  were  :  Cancer,  24  ;  Heart  Disease,  23  ;  Bronchitis, 
21  ;  and  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  14. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  in  the  past  ten  years  was 
196,  compared  with  146  in  the  ten  years,  1906-1915,  the  rates  per 
1,000  of  the  population  being  1-24  and  0-98  respectively. 


INFANT  M  O RT A  LI  T  Y. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  continual  improvement  in  the 
rate  per  1,000  births  in  quinquennial  periods  since  iqoi  : — 

1901  — 1905  -  79  1911  — 1915  -  63 

1906 — 1910  -  84  1916 — 1920  -  58 

1921— 1925  -  50. 


|  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  by  the  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (County  Council). 

None  in  District. 

Available — Aldingbourne  Sanatorium,  Chichester. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

2.  Maternity. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

3.  Children. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  8. 

4.  Fever. 

None  in  district. 

Available — Farnham  Rural  District  Isolation  Hospital, 
receives  cases  at  a  weekly  fee,  and  Brighton  Borough  Isolation 
Hospital. 

5.  Small  Pox  (County  Council). 

Accommodation  is  reserved  at  Fulking  Hospital,  under 
arrangement  with  the  Brighton  Borough  Council. 

Any  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegiti¬ 
mate  children,  or  homeless  children  ?  None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  no  Motor  Ambulance  owned  by  the  Local  Authority, 
nor  is  there  a  Red  Cross  Ambulance.  One  is  urgently  needed. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  (County  Council). 

A  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  has  been  opened  at 
Midhurst.  It  is  held  at  the  Congregational  Church  Rooms  on 
!  alternate  Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 

Venereal  Disease. 

Under  the  County  Council  Scheme  arrangements  have  been 
1  made  for  patients  residing  in  this  area  to  attend  the  Clinic  estab- 
I  lished  at  the  Royal  Portsmouth  Hospital,  Landport,  Portsmouth. 
The  following  are  the  days  and  hours  of  attendance  : — 

Men  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  5 — 7  P-m* 

Women  Wednesdays  ...  2 — 4  p.m. 

Fridays  ...  10 — 12  noon. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF  THE  LOCAL 

AUTHORITY. 


1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Councils  of  the  Combined  District  and  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 

2.  The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  S.  E.  Stratford,  a.r.s.i.,  who 
also  supervises  the  Sewdge  Works  at  Midhurst  and  Scavenging  in 

the  district. 

3.  The  Surveyor,  Mr.  Cole,  who  has  the  supervision  of  the 

Building  Bye-laws. 

Salary  contribution  is  made  from  the  Exchequer  in  respect  of 
all  above  mentioned  officials. 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 


(a)  General.  The  West  Sussex  Nursing  Association  (voluntary). 

Nurse-Midwives  are  maintained  in  each  parish  or  group  of 
parishes.  Grants  are  received  from  County  Council  for  Midwifery, 
Health  Visiting  and  School  Work,  in  proportion  to  work  done. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases.  None. 


Midwives. 


There  are  10  registered  midwives  in  the  district,  including 
8  nurse-midwives  provided  by  the  District  Nursing  Associations. 
The  County  Council,  under  their  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Scheme,  make  a  grant  not  exceeding  £50  per  annum  towards  the' 
salary  of  14  of  these  District  Nurse-Midwives,  each  Nurse  under¬ 
taking  all  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  in  her  area,  and  in 
addition  the  School  work  and  Tuberculosis  visiting.  In  addition, 
8  Midwives  residing  at  the  Nurses’  Home,  Shotternull,  have  notified 
their  intention  to  practise  in  the  area. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 
Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 


Adoptive  Acts 


Came  into  Force. 
January  1st,  1890 


Public  Health  Amendment  Act 


Bye-laws  : — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (Rural),  1906 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 
Slaughter  Houses 


October  1  ith,  1887 
J une  28th,  "1893 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Midhurst  Town  and  the  adjoining  villages  of  Easebourne  and 
West  Lavington  are  supplied  through  the  mains  of  the  Disirict 
Council.  The  water,  obtained  from  a  deep  boring  in  the  green 
sand,  is  of  good  quality,  but  an  analysis  to  ascertain  its  freedom 
from  pollution  has  not  been  made  for  many  years.  The  supply  is 
constant.  The  amount  raised  during  1925  was  24  million  gallons, 
compared  with  1  r-|  million  gallons  in  1920.  The  number  of  new 
houses  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  past  live  years  was  64. 
Extensions  of  the  main  have  been  made  through  June  Lane  for  a 
distance  of  1,100  yards. 

The  parishes  of  Fernhurst  and  Linchmere  are  supplied  by  the 
Wey  Valley  Water  C  ompany,  whose  mains  have  recently  been 
extended  to  Fernhurst  village.  In  the  villages  of  Cocking  and 
Henley,  the  majority  of  the  houses  are  connected  to  a  private 
supply. 

The  Midhurst  District  Council  was  represented  at  an  enquiry 
held  into  the  proposed  water  supply  for  Liss,  in  Hampshire,  which 
is  intended  to  include  the  hamlet  of  Rake,  part  of  the  parish  of 
Rogate. 

The  water  supply  for  the  rest  of  the  district  is  mainly  derived 
from  shallow  wells.  The  quality  of  the  water,  apart  from  the 
risk  of  pollution,  is  satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Midhurst,  Easebourne  and  West  Lavington  have  a  joint  system 
of  drainage.  I  he  effluent,  which  had  not  been  quite  satisfactory 
in  1924  on  account  of  the  dry  time. since  the  media  in  the  filtering 
beds  had  been  changed,  has  now  been  greatly  improved  by  the 
provision  of  fresh  material. 

In  the  district  known  as  Camelsdale  adjoining  the  town  of 
Haslemere,  cesspools  and  paii  closets  are  emptied  by  contract. 

I  he  system  has  proved  to  be  very  and  increasingly  expensive,  and 
complaints  are  very  frequent  as  to  its  inefficiency.  The  question 
of  the  drainage  of  the  district  was  the  subject  of  a  joint  conference 
in  1924  between  representatives  of  the  Midhurst  Rural  Distiict 
Council  and  the  Haslemere  Urban  District  Council  as  to  the 
advisability  of  a  joint  scheme.  It  was  decided  the  report  of  an 
Engineer  should  be  obtained  which  is  still  being  awaited. 

In  the  villages  of  Tillington  and  Rogate  several  houses  are 
connected  to  a  main  sewer,  there  being  no  treatment  of  the  effluent 
before  discharge.  In  the  remainder  of  the  parishes  the  cottages 
are  provided  with  pail  closets  and  privies,  the  latter  being  gradually 
diminished  ;  the  number  converted  to  pail  closets  111  the  past  five 
years  being  94. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  in  Midhurst 
and  Easebourne,  a  weekly  collection  being  made.  In  the  part  of 
the  parishes  of  Fernhurst  and  Lynchmere  known  as  Camelsdale, 
it  is  carried  out  together  with  the  emptying  of  cesspools  and  pail 
closets  under  contract.  A  similar  procedure  is  in  force  in  the 
village  of  Hai  ling. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

1.  Informal  ...  ...  56 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  Nil. 

Results  of  Notices  served 

1.  Informal,  complied  with  ...  50 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  Nil. 

Inspections. 

Complaints  received  ...  ...  45 

Workshops — No.  on  Register  ...  ...  74 

Bakehouses — No.  on  Register  ...  ...  23 

Underground  ...  ...  — 

Inspections  ...  ...  60 

No.  of  defects  found  ...  4 

No.  of  defects  remec.ied  ...  4 

Laundries — Inspections  ...  ...  12 

Other  Workshops — Inspections...  ...  80 

No.  of  defects  found  ...  4 

No.  of  defects  remedied  ...  4 

Butchers’  Shops — Inspections  ...  ...  265 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — Inspections  ...  ...  356 

Defects  reported  ...  9 

Defects  remedied  ...  9 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  25 

Sewage  Works  ...  ...  156 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases  ...  224 

Rooms  disintected  ...  ...  21.8 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  10 

Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  ...  8 

Overcrowding — No.  of  cases  discovered  ...  1 

No.  of  cases  abated  ...  1 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  now  twenty-two  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 
district  (the  small  School  at  Blackdown  (Lnrgashall)  having  been 
closed),  none  of  which,  with  one  exception,  is  of  modern  type. 
At  Midhurst,  Easeboume  and  Camelsdale  water  is  obtained  from 
public  supplies,  in  the  remainder  it  is  provided  from  wells  on  the 
premises.  Earth  pail  closets  are  in  use  except  at  Midhurst  and 
Easebourne.  The  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School 
Medical  Inspector.  All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  known  to  the 
Head  Teacher  are  notified  on  a  special  form  to  him,  and  a  dupli¬ 
cate  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOUSING. 

This  district,  with  the  exception  of  an  area  known  as  Camels¬ 
dale,  on  the  outskirts  of  Haslemere,  is  pre-eminently  residential 
and  agricultural  in  character,  a  few  large  estates  embracing  a 
considerable  proportion  of  it.  The  housing  conditions  of  the 
working  classes  are,  as  a  whole,  fairly  satisfactory  and  improving. 

The  population  at  the  last  Census  showed  a  decrease,  not  only 
in  the  total  number  of  inhabitants,  but  also  a  slight  decrease  in 
the  number  of  private  families  and  in  the  total  of  dwellings. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  shortage  of  houses  existing  at 
the  termination  of  the  War  has  been  met  by  the  erection  of  56 
new  cottages  by  the  Local  Authority,  distributed  over  the  villages 
in  the  district,  and  20  working-class  dwellings  have  been  com¬ 
pleted  by  private  enterprise  in  the  town  of  Midhurst.  In  addition 
49  houses  have  been  built,  aided  by  the  Government  subsidies,  and 
82  by  private  enterprise,  making  a  total  of  207  in  all. 

Encouraged  by  the  extension  of  the  Wey  Valley  Water  Com¬ 
pany’s  mains  to  the  village  of  Fernhurst,  considerable  building 
activity  is  being  displayed  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Seven  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported  during  the 
past  five  years.  The  figures  of  the  last  Census  indicate  a  lesser 
density  of  occupation  than  in  1911,  the  number  of  rooms  per 
person  111  houses  of  1 — 9  rooms  being  increased  from  n6  to  i'25, 
and  the  total  population  occupying  more  than  two  persons  to  a 
room  declined  from  576  to  333. 

'ldie  general  standard  of  housing  compares  favourably  with 
neighbouring  districts.  There  are  not  many  thoroughly  bad 
cottages,  but  the  housing  inspection  reveals  a  considerable  number 
that  are  not  in  all  respects  fit  for  habitation.  Many  improvements 
and  repairs  have  been  effected  recently  in  the  villages  of  Henley 
and  Cocking.  The  chief  defects  among  the  houses  inspected  are 
dampness  (due  to  absence  of  damp  proof  courses,  want  of  gutter¬ 
ing  and  in  some  cases,  brick  floors),  detective  lighting  and  the 
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presence  of  objectionable  privies  The  inspection  of  the  district 
under  the  Housing  Regulations  has  not  yet  been  completed,  some 
1,500  out  of  an  estimated  total  of  2,800  working-class  dwellings 
having  been  inspected  so  far. 

The  general  action  taken  by  the  Council  as  regards  unfit 
houses  is  almost  entirely  by  means  of  informal  methods  which, 
however,  appear  to  have  been  successful  in  operation. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  of  anv  size  in  the  district,  but 
there  exists  one  row  of  small  cottages  in  Duck  Lane,  Midhurst,  to 
which  exception  might  be  taken,  in  which  the  rooms  are  very 
small  and  badly  lighted.  Some  improvements  were  effected  in 
this  area  in  1912,  and  it  is  being  kept  under  supervision  to  prevent 
overcrowding. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  40 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  0 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  21 

1.  Unlit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  119 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  119 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  2 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading),  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  45 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  40 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  o 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
ht  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  o 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  o 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  ht  ...  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  o 

o)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  o 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  135  registered  dairies  in  the  district,  showing  an 
increase  of  21  since  1920.  Of  these  101  are  wholesale,  the  milk 
being  sent  out  of  the  district,  and  34  retail.  Three  licences  for 
the  production  of  Grade  A  milk  wholesale  have  been  issued. 

The  Milk  and  Dairies  (Consolidated)  Act,  1915,  came  into 
force  September  1st,  1925,  but  the  promised  new  order  respecting 
dairies  and  cowsheds  has  not  vet  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  regularly  inspected,  356 
inspections  having  been  made  during  the  past  year,  9  defects  being 
reported  which  were  remedied.  The  dairies  and  cowsheds  are 
well  kept  and  a  comparatively  high  standard  of  cleanliness  main¬ 
tained.  A  competition  is  promoted  annually  by  a  large  combine 
of  dairy  farmers  in  which  prizes  are  given  for  cleanliness,  etc. 
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Meat. 


The  provisions  of  the  Public  Healtli  Meat  Regulations  came 
into  force  on  April  ist,  1925.  Slaughtering  takes  place  at  fixed 
times,  and  as  far  as  possible  the  meat  is  inspected  at  time  of 
slaughter.  265  inspections  were  made  during  tne  year.  No  meat 
was  condemned.  There  are  16  slaughterhouses  in  the  district, 
which  are  kept  in  good  order.  No  defects  were  reported  during 
the  year. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

1920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  1925. 

Registered  6  6  13 

Licensed  33  3 


Total  9 


9 


16 


Bakehouses. 

Th  ere  are  25  bakehouses  on  the  register,  none  of  which  is 
underground.  Four  defects  were  found  during  the  past  year, 
which  have  been  remedied. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  Scarlet  Fever  per  1,000  of  the  population 
(2’37)  during  the  past  five  years  has  been  rather  high,  being  raised 
by  outbreaks  in  1921  at  Camelsdale,  and  in  1925  at  Midhurst  and 
Easebourne.  In  the  latter  parishes  the  disease  was  prevalent  from 
May,  1924.  to  October,  1925,  the  number  of  cases  notified  being 
21  in  Easebourne  and  19  in  Midhurst.  The  disease  was  very  mild 
in  character,  and  there  were  probably  a  number  of  cases  among 
persons  not  of  School  age  that  were  undiscovered.  The  prolonged 
period  of  the  outbreak  and  the  long  intervals  between  notified 
cases  suggested  the  presence  of  a  carrier,  but  frequent  inspection 
of  the  children  attending  the  Schools  did  not  reveal  any.  Two 
short  closures  of  the  Easebourne  School  had  no  apparent  effect  in 
preventing  the  disease. 

The  incidence  of  Diphtneria  during  the  past  five  years  has 
been  low,  only  23  cases  being  notified,  7  of  which  occurred  in 
1925  at  Graffham  in  one  house,  there  being  one  fatal  case. 

Six  cases  of  Encephalitis  Lethargica,  all  sporadic,  have  been 
notified  in  the  past  five  years,  all  of  them  proving  fatal. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases.  During 
the  past  year  the  District  Council  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  the  Chichester  Borough  Council  for  the  reception  of  patients 
in  the  latter’s  Hospital.  Patients  are  also  received  by  the 
Brighton  and  Farnham  Hospitals. 

72,000  units  of  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  were  supplied  to  Medical 
Practitioners  in  1925. 

For  methods  of  disinfection  see  Horsham  Rural,  p.  30. 


MIDHURST  RURAL— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— C  ases. 


Treated 

Notified 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

T  T.  • 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

I 

— 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Age  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


Tlie  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is 
generally  prompt.  One  death  was  registered  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified.  No  instances  of  wilful  neglect  have  been  dis¬ 
covered. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
No  cases  have  been  discovered  which  needed  the  enforcement  of 
these  Regulations. 
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Thakeham  Rural  District,  1925. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  40,632 


Population  at  Census,  1911  ...  ...  8,334 

Population  at  Census,  1921  ...  ...  8,416 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1925  ...  8,572 

Rateable  Value,  March,  1925  ...  V70.203 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £2 22 

Number  of  Births  ...  ...  153 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  iS*o8 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  118 

Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  13-76 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ...  37 

Infant  Mortality  under  1  year  per  1,000  births  ...  387 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  ...  0*8i 

New  Houses  built  ...  ...  a a 


Per 

1,000 

England  and  Wales. 

W.  Sussex  R.D 

Birth 

Rate 

...  j8’3 

1575 

Death 

Rate 

122 

1 1  86 

Infant 

Mortality 

75 
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NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Thakeham  Rural  District  is  situated  between  Horsham  Rural 
District  on  the  north  and  East  Preston  Rural  District  on  the  south. 
1  o  the  west  lies  Petworth  Rural  District  and  East  Steyning  Rural 
District  iorms  its  eastern  boundary. 

J 


The  subsoil  of  the  northern  part  is  composed  of  wealden  clay, 
the  centre  of  the  district  lies  on  the  upper  and  lower  green  sand 
and  the  southern  part  on  chalk. 


I  here  are  no  towns,  but  Storrington  and  Pulborough  are  the 
chief  villages. 


Formerly  a  purely  agricultural  area,  comprised  of  large 
estates,  it  is  now  becoming  split  up  into  small  holdings,  and  more 
residential  in  character,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Stor- 
rington,  where  the  provision  of  a  public  water  supply  in  1915  has 
encouraged  building. 
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POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census,  1921,  was  8,416,  showing  an 
increase  of  72  on  that  of  the  previous  Census.  Increases  were 
chieflv  in  the  parishes  of  West  Chiitington  (no)  and  Storrington 
(202).  Slight  decreases  occurred  in  manv  ot  the  smaller  parishes. 
The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925  was  8,572. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  155, 
the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being  iS-oS. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  118 
(73  males,  45  females),  the  crude  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 
being  1376. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  16  ;  Cancer, 
15  ;  Cerebral  Hemorrhage,  9  ;  and  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  7. 
The  l  ate  for  Cancer  for  the  past  ten  years  was  130,  as  compared 
with  0743  for  the  previous  ten  years.  1906-1915. 

I N  FA  NT  M  O  RT  A  L I T  Y. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  continual  improvement  in  the 
rate  per  1,000  births  in  quinquennial  periods  since  1901  : — 

1901  — 1905  -  69  1911  — 1915  -  72 

1906 — 1910  -  73  1916 — 1920  -  46 

1921 — 1925  -  48. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (County  Council). 

None  in  District. 

Available — Aldingbourne  Sanatorium,  Chichester. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

2.  Maternity. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  7. 

3.  Children. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  p.  8. 
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4-  Fever. 

None  in  District.  The  Hove  Borough  Council  receive 
cases  in  their  Isolation  Hospital,  for  which  the  Thakeham  Rural 
Council  pay  a  fee  per  case  weekly. 

5.  Small  Pox  (County  Council). 

Accommodation  is  reserved  at  Fulking  Hospital,  under 
arrangement  with  the  Brighton  Borough  Council. 

No  Institutional  provision  available  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children,  except  that  provided 
by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Rural  District  Council  possess  a  Ford  Ambulance  given 
by  the  Red  Cross  Society  after  the  War,  which  is  used  for  all 
purposes,  and  has  been  found  to  be  of  great  service. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

There  are  no  Centres  in  the  district. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  None. 

School  Clinics.  None. 

1  uberculosis.  Worthing  and  Arundel,  Monday,  10.30  a.m. 
Venereal  Disease.  See  Horsham  Urban  District,  p.  8. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time)  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Councils  ot  the  Combined  District  and  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector  (whole  time),  Mr.  H.  Burrows,  a.r.s.i. 
Salary  contribution  is  made  from  the  Exchequer  for  the 

ab<  >ve. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

1  he  District  Nursing  Association  affiliated  with  the  West 
Sussex  Nursing  Association  (voluntary)  maintain  Nurse- Mid  wives 
in  each  parish  or  group  of  parishes,  who  also  do  some  School 
Work  and  Health  Visiting  for  the  County  Council,  which  makes 
annual  grants  to  the  Association.  The  latter  also  provides  Nurses 
in  addition  for  School  and  Health  Visiting. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

'The  District  Council  make  an  annual  grant  to  the  Nursing 
Association  for  the  provision  of  Nurses  for  Measles. 
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Midwives  (County  Council). 

There  are  six  registered  Mid  wives  provided  by  the  District 
Nursing  Association  in  the  district,  inclusive  of  Nurses  and  private 
practitioners.  See  Horsham  Rural  District,  p.  2 2. 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Bye-laws.  Came  into  force. 

1.  Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  Aug.  15th,  1899 

2.  Tents,  vans  and  sheds  Nov.  1  ith,  1899 

3.  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890  1924 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Storrington  is  the  only  village  with  a  public  water  supply. 
The  water  is  pumped  from  two  bore  holes  into  the  green  sand,  a 
new  bore  having  recently  been  made  with  the  object  of  augmenting 
the  supply.  A  constant  supply  has  been  maintained  hitherto. 
The  amount  of  water  pumped  in  1925  was  7,841,000  gallons,  com¬ 
pared  with  5,906,000  gallons  in  1920.  An  extension  of  the  main 
for  200  yards  lias  been  made  to  Chantry  Lane,  Sullington,  to  supply 
new  houses  built  in  that  district. 

As  the  result  of  a  special  report  presented  by  the  Medica 
Officer  of  Health  in  1920,  the  Rural  District  Council  have  since 
that  time  had  under  consideration  the  provision  of  a  public  water 
supply  for  Pul  borough,  and  the  unsatisfactory  results  obtained 
from  a  number  of  analysis  of  samples  of  water  taken  from  wells  in 
the  villages  during  the  past  years  has  at  length  led  to  calling  in  the 
services  of  a  firm  of  engineers  to  report  on  the  best  means  of 
obtaining  a  public  supply.  A  preliminary  report  by  Messrs. 
Nicholls  and  Unwin  has  just  been  presented,  which  offers  alter¬ 
native  schemes.  The  first  scheme  suggests  the  sinking  ot  a  bore 
hole,  and  erection  of  a  reservoir  at  Upper  Nash  at  a  height  of 
300ft.,  which  would  enable  an  extension  of  the  scheme  to  embrace 
the  parish  of  West  Chiltmgton  and  the  hamlet  of  Nutbourne.  The 
alternative  scheme  is  more  restricted  in  scope  and  the  sinking  of  a 
bore  hole  at  Broomers  Hill  at  about  200  leet.  A  well  over  the 
bore  hole  would  be  provided  and  a  reservoir  capable  ot  holding 
two  days’  supply  erected.  Duplicate  machinery  is  provided  for. 
The  scheme  proposes  to  provide  for  a  supply  to  Pulborough 
village,  including  Codmore.  Hill,  for  an  estimated  population  ot 
2,500,  supplying  52,000  gallons  daily  at  15  gallons  per  head,  the 
total  estimated  cost  being  ^8,800.  1  he  Special  Committee  have 

recommended  the  latter  scheme  to  the  Council. 
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The  water  supply  in  the  village  of  Findon,  which  is  situated 
ou  the  chalk,  is  mainly  obtained  by  the  collection  of  rain  water 
from  the  roofs  into  large  underground  cisterns  sunk  into  the  chalk 
and  bricked  in  the  upper  portions,  whose  capacity  varies  from 
2,000  to  io, (mo  gallons.  In  those  more  recently  constructed  a 
sand  titter  is  intervened  between  the  delivery  pipe  and  the  cistern, 
and  by  this  means  a  wholesome  and  usually  sufficient  supply  is 
obtained. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

There  is  no  main  drainage  svstem  in  the  district.  The  closet 
accommodation  among  the  smaller  houses  consists  of  privies  and 
nail  closets,  the  former  still  predominating.  The  progress  of  the 
conversion  of  these  is  slow.  Twenty  have  been  converted  during 
the  past  live  years.  In  the  village  of  Storrington  (population  1,388) 
the  emptying  of  pail  closets  and  privies  is  undertaken  by  the  Local 
Authority.  In  a  considerable  number  of  houses  the  drains  from 
sinks  and  water  closets  empty  into  the  stream,  which,  passing 
through  the  village,  runs  into  a  large  pond  on  the  outskirts,  which 
acts  as  a  kind  of  sedimentation  tank,  and  affords  some  amount  of 
purification  of  the  sewage  before  flowing  into  the  stream  beyond 
which  is  not  polluted  for  any  great  distance  below.  The  question 
of  providing  a  main  drainage  system  for  the  village  has  been  before 
the  Council  on  several  occasions.  The  chief  difficulty  presented 
is  a  doubt  as  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  water  supply  if  water  closets 
came  into  use. 

SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  weekly  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in 
Storrington  village.  It  is  also  badly  needed  at  Pulborough,  where 
manv  of  the  gardens  are  very  small  and  incapable  of  absorbing  all 
the  domestic  refuse. 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 
Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 


1.  Informal  ...  ...  69 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  o 

Results  of  Notices  served  : — 

1.  Informal,  complied  with  ...  26 

2.  Statutory  ...  ...  Q 
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Inspections. 


Miscellaneous  Inspections 

•  •  « 

1,862 

Complaints  received 

•  •  • 

37 

Workshops  : — 

Bakehouses — No.  on  Register  ... 

•  •  • 

1 1 

Underground 

•  •  • 

0 

Inspections 

•  •  • 

Laundries — Inspections 

•  •  • 

0 

Other  Workshops — Inspections  ... 

•  *  • 

1 

No.  of  defects 

•  •  • 

1 

No.  of  defects  remedied 

»  •  • 

1 

Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughter  Houses — Inspections 

231 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds — Inspections 

•  •  « 

122 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

•  •  • 

20 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases 

•  •  • 

32  • 

Rooms  disinfected 

•  •  • 

l9 

Drains  tested 

•  1  1 

5 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  twelve  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district, 
none  of  which  is  of  modern  type.  The  water  supply,  except  at 
Storrington,  is  obtained  from  wells  on  the  premises.  Earth  pail 
closets  are  provided.  The  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
also  School  Medical  Inspector.  Ail  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
known  to  the  Head  Master  are  notified  on  a  special  form  to  him, 
and  a  duplicate  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

HOUSING. 

There  have  been  considerable  changes  in  the  general  Housing 
conditions  in  the  area  during  the  past  five  years,  owing  to  the 
splitting  up  of  estates,  thus  rendering  much  building  land  available. 
Although  the  population  at  the  Census  of  1921  had  decreased  from 
8,334  in  t9IT  to  7,869,  the  number  of  occupied  dwellings  had 
increased  by  over  200.  The  estimated  population  in  1925  is  8,572, 
and  the  number  of  dwellings  2,165.  The  new  houses  have  been 
provided,  partly  by  private  enterprise  and  partly  by  the  Local 
Authority,  who  erected  40  cottages  in  1921.  Many  of  the  new 
houses,  especially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Storrington,  are  of 
superior  class  and  well  constructed,  nearly  all  being  occupied  by 
new  comers  to  the  county  ;  but  a  large  number  of  a  much  less 
satisfactory  type,  chiefly  wooden  bungalows,  are  being  erected  in 
all  parts  of  the  district.  There  is  an  urgent  need  for  a  building 
bye-law  in  the  area,  in  order  to  exercise  some  control  by  which  a 
fair  standard  of  construction  may  be  maintained. 
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The  shortage  of  houses  appears  to  be  to  some  extent  due  to 
the  increase  in  the  number  of  private  families  in  the  intercensal 
period.  Families  are  decreasing  in  size,  but  increasing  in  numbers. 
New  houses  are  also  needed  to  replace  dilapidated  dwellings 
which  are  beyond  repair. 

The  Rural  District  Council  have  adopted  a  scheme  for  erecting 
during  the  coming  year  58  modern  parlour  cottages,  situate  as 
follows  : — 

W  est  Chiltington  16  Ashington  8  Coldwaltham  8 

Thakeham  8  Findon  16  Greatham  2 

Cottages  are  also  needed  in  the  parish  of  Washington. 


OVERCROWDING. 

No  great  amount  has  been  discovered,  nor  do  the  figures  of 
the  last  Census  reveal  much  overcrowding.  The  total  of  families 
over  three  occupying  less  than  three  rooms  was  eleven  in  number. 
Four  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported  during  the  past  year, 
all  of  which  were  abated. 


FITNESS  OF  HOUSES. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  area  is  less  satisfactory 
than  in  neighbouring  districts.  There  is  a  comparatively  large 
number  of  defective  houses  in  various  stages  of  disrepair.  Defec¬ 
tive  lighting,  dampness,  the  absence  of  sinks  and  drainage,  proper 
provision  for  storing  food,  and  deficient  ventilation  are  among  the 
chief  defects. 

1  he  total  number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts 
and  Regulations  of  1910  is  less  than  a  thousand,  and  the  inspection 
of  all  houses  coming  under  the  Act  being  not  yet  completed. 
Progress  in  remedying  the  various  defects  found  is  very  slow  j  the 
Local  Authority  appear  to  be  reluctant  to  enforce  repairs  after 
informal  notices  have  been  sent  to  owners  and  do  not  make 
sufficient  use  of  Section  28  of  the  old  Act,  now  Section  23  of  the 
Act  of  1925.  On  the  other  hand  there  is  some  risk  in  putting  these 
Sections  into  force  with  respect  to  a  large  number  of  houses,  lest  the 
owners  should  close  them. 

Representations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  Closing  Orders  are 
not  feasible  until  more  alternative  accommodation  is  available. 
Unfortunately,  the  class  of  tenant  occupying  these  cottages  is  either 
incapable  or  unwilling  to  pay  the  rents  demanded  for  the  new 
cottages  erected  by  the  Local  Authority. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under)  (b)  44 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  — 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  — 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  90 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  90 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human 

habitation  ...  "  ...  63 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  tit  in 

consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 

Authority  or  their  Officers.  ...  ...  42 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  _ 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  _ 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  _ 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  _ 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  — 

C.  —  Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  1 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  — 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  — 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  total  number  of  registered  dairies  and  cowsheds  is  122, 
showing  an  increase  of  46  since  1920.  No  licences  have  been 
issued  under  the  Special  Designations  Order  of  1923. 

Although  the  larger  dairies  and  cowsheds  are  well  constructed 
and  maintained,  there  is  a  number  of  smaller  ones  which  are  very 
defective.  There  is  need  for  more  effective  supervision. 

Meat. 

The  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations  came  into  force  on 
April  1st,  1925.  I  he  Sanitary  Inspector  is  not  in  possession  of  a 
Meat  Certificate,  but  in  order  that  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations 
might  be  more  efficiently  carried  out,  he  was  permitted  by  the 
Council  to  attend  a  course  of  instruction  on  the  inspection  of  meat 
at  the  Brighton  Abattoirs  during  the  year. 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  fixed  times  and  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  carcases  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter.  The 
carcase  of  one  cow  was  condemned  for  tuberculosis  and  one  hind 
quarter  of  a  bullock. 
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Registered 

Slaughter  Houses. 

In  1920.  In  January,  1925. 

5  8 

In  December,  1925. 

10 

Licensed 

0 

0 

I 

Total 

5 

8 

1 1 

— 

— 

Strong  objections  have  been  made  by  local  residents  to  the 
granting  by  the  District  Council  of  licences  for  a  slaughter  house 
and  knacker’s  yard  at  Small  Beer  Dick,  near  Mare  Hill,  Pulborough. 
The  owner  proposes  to  convert  an  existing  building,  used  hitherto 
as  a  knacker’s  yard,  into  a  slaughter  house  for  the  killing  of  meat 
for  human  consumption,  and  for  the  building  of  new  premises  for 
a  knacker’s  yard  at  a  distance  of  300  yards.  The  occupier  of  a 
neighbouring  house  situated  about  150  yards  from  the  existing 
knacker’s  yard  had  complained  of  an  alleged  nuisance  arising  from 
the  boiling  of  meat  and  bones.  The  plans  sent  in  by  the  proprietor 
both  for  the  conversion  of  the  slaughter  houses  and  the  erection 
of  the  knacker’s  yard  were  in  order,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how 
the  Local  Authority  could  refuse  the  licences,  however  bad  the 
principle  may  be  of  having  a  knacker’s  yard  and  a  slaughter  house 
for  preparing  meat  for  human  consumption  under  the  same 
proprietorship.  Should  a  nuisance  arise  in  the  future  the  Authority 
will  be  in  a  position  to  deal  with  it. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  n  bakehouses  on  the  register,  none  being  under¬ 
ground.  Improvements  have  been  effected  in  construction  in  5 
cases. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

The  district  has  enjoyed  a  remarkable  freedom  from  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  during  the  past  live  years,  only  23  cases  of 
the  former  and  1  of  the  latter  being  notified.  Seven  cases  of 
Paratyphoid  Fever  were  notilied  in  1924  from  one  cottage  in 
Coldwaltham.  No  deaths  have  been  registered  of  the  above 
diseases  during  the  past  live  years.  No  deaths  have  occurred  from 
Scarlet  Fever  for  15  years,  but  during  that  time  there  have  been 
no  less  than  23  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. 

There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  district,  but  when  proper 
accommodation  cannot  be  provided  at  home  cases  are  removed  by 
arrangement  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  maintained  by  the  Borough 
of  Hove. 

The  disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formalin 
vapour  or  sulphur  dioxide.  (See  Horsham  Rural,  p.  30.) 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— Cases. 


Treated 

Notified 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blindness 

Deaths 

I 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 


Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

1 

1 

5 

10 

2 

2 

1 

15 

1 

20 

1 

25 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

35 

1 

1 

2 

45 

1 

1 

55 

65 — upwards 

1 

Totals 

4 

2 

4 

2 

9 

5 

3 

-  — 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is 
generally  prompt.  One  death  was  registered  which  had  not  been 
previously  notified.  No  instances  ot  wilful  neglect  have  been 
discovered. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 
No  cases  have  been  discovered  which  needed  the  enforcement  of 
these  Regulations. 
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Petworth  Rural 

District, 

1925. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Summary. 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

45.752 

Population  at  Census,  1911 

8,776 

Population  at  Census,  1921 

8,123 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  n 

?25 

8,136 

Rateable  Value,  March,  1925 

^£51,600 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 

£164 

Number  of  Births 

134 

Rate  per  1,000  living 

16*46 

Number  of  deaths 

100 

Rate  per  1,000  living 

12*29 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  ... 

34 

Infant  Mortality,  under  1  year  per  1 

000  births 

74-62 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

036 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

073 

New  Houses  built 

35 

Per  t,ooo  England  and 

Wales.  West  Sussex  R.D. 

Birth  Rate 

18-3 

1575 

Death  Rate 

12*2 

ii*86 

Infant  Mortality  ... 

75 

5i 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 

Petworth  Rural  District  occupies  the  central  part  of  the 
Northern  division  of  the  County.  It  is  bounded  on  the  North  by 
the  County  of  Surrey,  and  on  the  east  the  River  Arun  separates 
it  from  the  Horsham  and  Thakeham  Rural  Districts.  The 
Western  boundary  is  formed  by  Midhurst  Rural  District,  and  the 
summit  of  the  South  Downs  forms  its  Southern  boundary. 
Geologically,  the  subsoil  of  the  greater  part  ol  the  district  is 
Wealdenclay,  especially  in  the  North  ;  while  the  Southern  portion 
is  traversed  by  ridges  of  upper  and  lower  green  sand,  merging  into 
the  chalk  of  the  South  Downs. 

Petworth  is  the  only  town. 
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The  majority  of  the  inhabitants  are  occupied  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  dairy  farming  being  the  most  important,  supplemented  by 
the  occupations  afforded  by  the  large  woodlands. 

Large  estates  still  prevail,  and  the  area  has  not  been  so  greatly 
affected  by  recent  social  changes  as  its  neighbours  ;  indeed,  if 
William  Cobbett  were  alive  to-day,  he  would  recognise  much  of 
the  country  that  he  rode  through  a  hundred  years  ago. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  at  the  Census,  1921.  was  8,125  (males  3,237, 
females  4,186),  showing  a  decrease  of  653  on  the  Census,  1911. 
The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  1925  was  8,136.  The 
chief  declines  were  in  the  parishes  of  Kirdford  (25 2)  and  Wis- 
borougn  Green  (122).  Petworth  Town  showed  a  slight  increase. 

BIRTHS. 

The  total  number  of  births  belonging  to  the  district  was  134 
(59  males,  75  females),  the  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  being 

16-46. 

DEATHS. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district  was  100 
(45  males,  55  females). 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Heart  Disease,  24  ;  Cancer, 
13  ;  and  Arterio-Scherosis,  11. 

INFAN  T  M  ORTA  L I T  Y. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  continual  improvement  in  the 
rate  per  1,000  births  in  quinquennial  periods  since  1901  : — 

1901 — 1905  -  92  1911 — 1915  -  78 

1906 — 1910  -  77  1916 — 1920  -  37 

1921  — 1925  -  ■  52 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN 

THE  AREA. 

Hospitals  Provided  or  Subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority 

or  County  Council. 

1.  Tuberculosis  (County  Council). 

None  in  district. 

Available  Aldingbourne  Sanatorium,  Chichester. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  page  7. 

2.  Maternity. 

None. 

3.  Children. 

See  Horsham  Urban,  page  8. 


4.  Fever. 

The  cottage  near  Petworth,  which  was  used  for  isolation 
purposes,  has  been  closed,  and  arrangements  have  now  been  made 
with  the  Westhampnett  Rural  District  Council  for  the  reception 
of  patients  in  their  Isolation  Hospital,  which  is  situated  within  an 
easy  distance  of  Petworth. 

Small  Pox  (County  Council). 

Accommodation  is  reserved  at  Fulking  Hospital,  under 
arrangement  with  the  Brighton  Borough  Council. 

Any  Institutional  provision  available  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  children,  or  homeless  children  ?  None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  Rural  District  Council  do  not  own  an  Ambulance,  when 
required  one  is  hired  from  the  Thakeham  Rural  District  Council. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centre  (County  Council). 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare.  Northchapel,  2.30  p.m.  fortnightly. 
Tuberculosis.  Horsham  District. 

Venereal  Disease.  See  Midhurst  Rural  District,  page  35. 

Public  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

1.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time,  in  conjunction 
with  the  other  Councils  of  the  Combined  District  and  also  School 
Medical  Inspector. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector,  whole  time,  Mr.  W.  Parker,  a.r.s.i. 
Salary  contributions  are  made  from  the  Exchequer  for  above. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General. 

The  West  Sussex  Association  maintains  Nurse- Midwives  in 
each  parish  or  group  of  parishes.  County  Council  grants 
received  for  work  done  in  respect  of  Midwifery,  Health  Visiting 
and  Schools. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases. 

None.  The  Rural  District  Council  have  discontinued  the 
grant  hitherto  made  to  the  County  Nursing  Association  for  the 
visiting  and  nursing  of  Measles. 

Midwives  (County  Council). 

There  are  S  registered  midwives,  1  independent  and  7 
district  nurse-mid  wives  maintained  by  the  District  Nursing 
Associations. 
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LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  and  Regulations. 

Adoptive  Acts.  Came  into  Force. 

1.  Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890  ...  August,  1891 

2.  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1891  ...  August,  1891 


Bye-Laws  and  Regulations. 

1.  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

2.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops 


Feb.  2nd,  1901 
May  1st,  1898 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

Petworth  Town  is  the  only  area  provided  with  a  public  water- 
supply.  The  water  is  obtained  from  springs  rising  in  a  meadow, 
about  a  mile  from  the  town.  The  quality  of  the  water  is  excellent, 
but  bacteriological  examination  has  of  recent  years  continually 
shown  a  slight  amount  of  pollution  by  excremental  matter,  prob¬ 
ably  due  to  the  presence  of  cattle  near  the  springs.  The  amount 
of  water  pumped  in  1925  was  13,588,900  gallons  compared  with 
15,700,000  gallons  in  1920.  In  the  villages  of  Byworth  and 
Duncton  many  cottages  are  provided  from  private  supplies  derived 
from  springs  in  the  neighbourhood.  In  the  rest  of  the  villages 
water  is  obtained  mostly  from  shallow  wells.  In  the  part  of  the 
district  situated  on  the  Wealden  clay,  the  water  is  often  exces¬ 
sively  hard. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Petworth  is  the  only  town  with  a  main  drainage  system. 
Owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  land  there  are  two  outfalls,  a 
northern  and  a  southern.  At  the  northern  outfall  the  sewage  is 
crudely  treated  by  being  passed  through  a  settling  tank  and  two 
or  three  rough  filter  beds,  the  effluent  passing  into  a  ditch  and 
thence  into  the  Byworth  stream.  This  effluent,  which  owing  to 
neglect  since  the  War  gave  rise  to  considerable  pollution  of  the 
stream,  is  now  fairly  satisfactory. 

At  the  southern  outfall  the  sewage  passes  direct  from  the 
settling  tank  into  a  ditch  which  eventually  discharges  into  the 
river  Rother. 

In  the  other  villages  of  the  area  pail  closets  predominate,  but 
it  is  estimated  that  approximately  one-third  of  the  cottages  are 
still  provided  with  privies.  Forty-three  privies  nave  been  con¬ 
verted  to  pail  closets  since  1920. 


SCAVENGING. 

Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  the  Local  Authority  in  Petworth 
town,  a  weekly  collection  being  made.  The  provision  of  sanitary 
ashbins  is  not  enforced. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Public  Health  Acts 

1.  Informal 

•  •  * 

2.  Statutory 

J  4  ‘  1  *  ♦  • 

Result  of  Notices  served  : 

1.  Informal,  complied  with 

2.  Statutory 


Inspections. 

Miscellaneous  Inspections 
Complaints  received 

Workshops  : — 

Bakehouses 
Laundries  ... 

Other  Workshops 
Butchers’  Shops 
Slaughter  Houses 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds 
Sewage  Works 

Visits  of  enquiry  into  Infectious  Diseases 
Rooms  disinfected 
Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets 
Houses  connected  with  main  drainage 


5i8 

22 


47 

1 

55 

247 

129 

306 

16 

92 

66 

10 

2 


SCHOOLS. 

_  }  here  are  now  thirteen  public  Elementary  Schools  in  the 

distiicts,  three  small  Schools,  namely,  Stopham,  Bvworth.  and 
Bedham  having  been  closed.  Many  of  the  Schools  are  old  and  of 
an  unsatisfactory  type,  but  some  improvements  have  been  made 
recently,  especially  at  Ebernoe.  The  water  supply,  except  at 
Petwoith,  is  obtained  from  wells  on  the  premises.  At  Petworht 
tiough  water  closets  are  provided,  in  the  other  Schools  earth  pail 
closets.  The  District  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School 
Medical  Inspector.  All  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  known  to  the 
Head  Teacher  are  notified  on  a  special  form  to  him,  and  a 
duplicate  sent  to  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
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HOUSING. 

General  Housing  Conditions. 

There  has  been  no  great  change  in  the  general  housing  con¬ 
ditions  of  the  district  during  the  past  live  years.  The  population 
at  the  Census  of  1921  showed  a  decrease  of  653.  1  here  was  also 

a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  private  families,  and  at  mst 
sight  it  might  appear  that  there  was  no  urgent  demand  lor  new 
dwellings,  but  it  is  possible  that  the  failure  to  increase  the  num  iei 
of  private  families  is  due  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  houses 
by  those  desirous  of  getting  married. 

New  cottages  are  required  to  replace  a  number  of  houses, 
estimated  at  30,  situated  in  various  parishes,  which  are  considered 
to  be  unfit  for  habitation. 

The  demand  for  week-end  cottages  has  resulted  in  dis¬ 
possessing  a  number  of  the  working  classes  of  their  cottages 
These  picturesque  old  dwellings  are  eagerly  snapped  up  and  put 
into  repair  by  the  purchasers  and  inhabited  chiefly  during  the 
summer  months  when  their  defects  aie  not  so  obviom. 
possible,  when  the  rage  for  these  cottages  has  declined,  that  some 
may  revert  again  to  their  legitimate  occupieis. 

Only  twelve  cottages  have  been  erected  by  the  Local  Authority 
out  ot  a  scheme  projected  in  1920  to  provide  no  for  the  various 
villages  of  the  district.  Twenty  have  been  erected  by  the  aid  ot 
Government  subsidies  in  1924  25.  and  45  »ew  '".mes  I'-uve  been 
built  bv  private  enterprise  during  the  past  live  years,  but  only  a 
small  proportion  of  the  latter  can  be  classed  as  working  men  s 

dwellings. 

Twentv-two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  reported 
during  the  past  five  years.  The  figures  of  the  last  Census  inornate 
that  the  densitv  of  occupation  is  less  than  previously.  he  tota 
population  living  more  than  two  persons  to  a  room  had  decreased 
from  551  to  336,  and  the  number  of  rooms  per  person  in  houses  ot 
1-9  rooms  had  increased  from  1-26  to  1*38. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  is  rather  low,  most  of  the 
cottages  being  very  old,  though  kept  in  fair  repair  on  the  large 
estates.  The  rents  in  general  are  very  low.  A  large  proportion 
of  the  cottages  contain  only  two  bedrooms,  many  are  built  ot 
timber  with  rubble  walls  and  are  very  low  pitched.  Dampness  m 
varving  degrees  is  one  of  the  chief  defects,  and  the  construction 
of  the  wails  renders  it  difficult  or  impossible  to  insert  damn  proof 
courses.  Brick  floors  are  frequently  a  source  of  dampness; 
defective  lighting,  due  to  very  small  windows,  and  the  absence  ot 
any  proper  accommodation  for  the  storage  of  food,  are  also 

frequent. 
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In  Pet  worth  town  the  streets  are  narrow  and  the  houses 
crowded.  A  clearance  of  the  worst  area  was  made  in  igra  but 
there  remain  a  few  houses  which  are  unfit  for  habitation,  and 
i epi esentations  with  a  view  to  obtaining  closing  orders  are 
gradually  being  made  when  suitable  opportunities  arise. 


1  he  villages  of  Plaistow  and  YVisborough  Green  contain  a 
numbei  of  cottages  in  a  very  unsatisfactory  condition. 

1  he  general  action  taken  by  the  Council  with  regard  to  unlit 
houses  is  by  serving  informal  notices  which,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  m  time  are  effective.  Section  28  of  the  old  Act  (now 
Section  3  of  the  Housing  Consolidated  Act  of  1925)  has  not  been 

put  in  use  by  the  Local  Authority.  There  are  noBuildim*  Bve- 
laws  in  force.  & 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR,  1925. 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : _ 

(a)  1  otal  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  35 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : _ 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority 

J  •  •  • 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ... 

•••  0 

1.  Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

Inspection.  (1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses 
inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  _  1C>3 

2)  Numbei  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
Distiict)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Con¬ 
solidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  lcr, 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  a 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading),  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human 
habitation 

•  •  •  •  .  .  ^ 

2.  Remeciy  of  defects  without  Service  ol  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers.,.  ... 

v' 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

X. _ Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners  ••• 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  ot 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close 

g _ Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  Owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owneis 

C  —Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  winch 
Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit 

(,)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Demolition  Orders  were  made 
(5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Oideis 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  no  wholesale  producers  on  the  register  and  41 
retail  No  licences  have  been  issued  under  the  Special  Designa¬ 
tions  Order  of  1923.  The  standard  of  construction  and  cleanliness 
‘n  past  years  has  not  been  very  satisfactory,  but  considerable 
improvements  are  now  being  effected.  Three  bundled  and  six 
inspections  were  made  during  the  year  and  24  defects  remedied. 


Meat. 

Ihf  Public  Health  Meat  Regulations,  which  came  into  force 
on  April  ist,  1925,  are  being  satisfactorily  carried  out.  Slaughter- 
ing  takes  place  at  fixed  times  usually,  otherwise  notice  is  sent  to 
the  Inspector.  A  large  proportion  of  the  meat  is  inspected  at  the 
time  of  slaughter.  The  carcases  of  14  pigs  were  condemned  and 
a  quantity  of  offal  from  other  cattle.  Five  cows  were  destroyed 
under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1925.  There  are  9  slaughter 
houses  in  the  district  ;  they  are  generally  poorly  constructed  and 
badlv  situated,  but  are  well  kept  as  regards  cleanliness 

Slaughter  Houses. 

.  r920.  In  January,  1925.  In  December,  102=;. 

Registered  7  8  8 

Licensed  0  o  1 

Total  7  8q 


.bakehouse. 


1  here  are  19  on  the  register  showing  an  increase  of  3  since 
1920,  and  they  are  limewashed  regularly  twice  a  year.  Two 
delects  were  remedied  during  the  past  year. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  rather  more  prevalent  in  1925  than  in  the 
preceding  four  years,  29  cases  being  notified.  The  incidence  per 
1,000  ot  the  population  for  the  five  years  being  i‘26.  The  cases 
occulted  chiefly  in  Petworth  parish,  14  being  notified.  A  small 
outbreak  involving  six  cases  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Bury  chiefly 
among  adults.  J 

Only  one  case  of  Diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  past  year 
making  a  total  of  eleven  since  1920. 

Seven  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  in  1924,  of  which 
five  occurred  in  Duncton. 

Anangements  have  now  been  made  for  the  reception  of 
patients  suffering  from  infectious  disease  into  the  Isolation 
Hospital  belonging  to  the  Westhampnett  Rural  District  Council, 
and  the  cottage  formerly  maintained  near  Petworth  for  isolation 
purposes  has  been  given  up. 

I  he  disinfection  of  rooms  is  carried  out  by  means  of  fumiga¬ 
tion  with  formalin  vapour  or  sulphur  dioxide. 


PETWORTH  RURAL.-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR 
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1 

year 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

29 

1 

2 

2 

1 

I 

Disease 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM.— Cases 


Notified 

Treated 

Vision 

Unimpaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

BlindnesSj 

Deaths 

At  Home 

In 

Hospital 

I 

I 

1 

I 

J 

— 

— 

— 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  Deaths 

Non-  Non- 

Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary  Pulmonary 

Age  Periods  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F.  M.  F. 


0 

1 

5 

10 

1 

15 

1 

20 

25 

1 

35 

2 

1 

1 

2 

45 

1 

1 

*  1 

1 

55 

1 

65 — upwards 

Totals 

4 

3 

, 

1 

— 

4 

2 

— 

1  lie  notification  of  Tuberculosis  by  Medical  Practitioners  is 
generally  prompt.  One  death  was  registered  which  had  not  been 
no  lhed.  No  instances  of  wilful  neglect  have  been  discovered. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

o  cases  have  been  discovered  which  needed  the  enforcement  of 
these  Regulations. 


